/30(1 tjm,ffrta\z
o |t o s
July — September 2009

PP 4408/05/2010 (023973) ISSN 0127-4802

News of ABU activities and the broadcasting industry in the Asia-Pacific

Mongolia set to host its first
ABU General Assembly

Mongolia, the land of blue skies
and green sieppes — and home to
more ABU members than any other
country in the Asia-Pacific region
— is gearing up for the hosting of
the 46th ABU General Assembly.

The host member —Mongolia National
Public Radio and Television (MNB) - has
been busy for the past year in planning
a memorahle General Assermnbly, the
first to be held in Mongolia.

The annual mestings, to be held in the
Mongolian capital of Ulaanbaatar, wil
open an 30 September and continue
through to & October.

These will include the Technical and
Prograrmme Committee meetings, the
Sparts Group mieeting, the Administrative
Councll meeting and the ABU/FES
workshap for developing countries.

Delegates will take a break from the
annual meetings on Sunday 4 October
ip visit @ 13th century national park,
courtesy of MNE, stopping off on the
way at the waorld's largest statue of
Chingghis Khan which was recently
completed an the steppes about an
hour's drive from Ulaanbaatar,

On 5/6 October, the 46th General
Assemibly will be held in Mongalia's
Parliament building overlooking the
city's impressive Sikhbaatar Square,
ashart distance from the conference
hatels.

INSIDE:

A typical ger on the Mongolian steppes with a satellite dish to receive TV

The first day of the Gereral Assembly wil
comprisé the annual business sessions
and the ABU Prizes night, whilst the
second day will comprise the Special
Topic. a Professional Discussion, and the
election of a new Vice-President.

The Spetial Topic this year will address
the issue of piracy of movies, television
programmes and other broadcast
contert in developing countries, and [n
the Professional Discussion members
will share experiences on cost-saving
initiatives adepted during the global
economic downturm.

There will also be two professional
discussionsin the Programme Commitiee

» 10th International Radlo Festival » ABU Prizes finalists

mesting = one on taking Asian content
to interrational TV markets, and one
where radio broadcasters will reveal
their strategies for increasing audience
share.

The Technical Committee this year will
reduce its meetings from four to three
days. and will facus more on policies
and issues that impact broadcasters
and others in the industry. As a new
feature, several informal forume, each
|asting 45 minutes, will be organised
on topics of common interest to
members.

The annual meetings will help
Asiavision prepare for the file

» 4th Asia Clean Energy Forum

transfer system that it will Introduce
to exchange news stories alongside
the existing satellite-based
exchange.

More than 300 delegates fram
overseas are expected to be in
Ulaanbaatar for the annual meetings,
as well as up to 100 from the nine
local ABU members.

Early October in Ulaanbaatar Is
predicted to deliver clear and crisp
autumn days with temperatures
ranging from below zero at night, (o
5-10 degrees Celsius during the day,
so don't forget to pack some warm
clothes! @
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sidney

| write jn regards to an article Australlan fires highllght role of radio in disasters'
— ABL News (January to March issug).

| arn concemied that your aritcle focused only on the role of the smaller sector
of the Australian radio industry, in ferms of nurmber of listeners — that is the
Australian Broadeasting Corporation (ABC) . You did not highlight the key
role also played by the commerdial radio sector in all emergencies, While
there is no doubt that ABC radio, (the govemment funded hroadcaster in
Australia), played an important role i previding emergency coverage and
Infarmation during the recent bushfires in Victoria, your article gave the
incomect impression that In times of arisis the primary source of irformation
for the public is the ABC.

Given the fact that neasly 80 percent of Australians, or the vast majority
of the listening public, listen to commgrcial radio, it Is Impartant that any
public message in times of emergency is generated via commercial radio
stations as well as the ABC and ather public broadcasters.

Given the excellert job done by local commercial stations during the last
bushfire ermergency, (at times for a lengthy period when the ABC was off-
alr): itweiuld bie a mistake far any government to direct people primarily to
orlly one sectar of the radio industry forinformation. It isimportant that the
message is clear—all media sources must be used in getting information
to local communities during times of emergency.

Tharik you for the opportunity to clarify the situation In Australia. It is
impartant for your readers to understand that all radio sectors work
together with the government and have done for many vears in times of
emergency. All media outlets must be used at these times in the interest
of public safety.

Joan Warner
Chief Executive Officer
Commercial Radio Australia Ltd
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ABU Secretary-General

The Secretary-General is the administrative head of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU), reporting to the ABU President,
and responsible for managing the ABU Secretariat located in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and implementing the decisions of
the ABU Administrative Council and General Assembly.

The key responsibilities of the Secretary-General are to:

e |mplement the initiatives contained in the ABU's Strategic Plan to achieve the Union's vision, mission and
objectives

e Promote and project a positive image of the ABU in the global media environment, and be a channel of
communication and liaison with other international organisations

e Provide leadership to and oversee the operations of the ABU's departments to ensure that they provide quality
and timely services to members

e Manage the finances of the Secretariat, control the assets and funds of the ABU, and oversee the preparation
of budgets and financial reports

Candidates will be assessed against the following selection criteria:
1. Proven track record of leadership and management in a broadcasting or similar organisation
Experience in planning and implementing strategic initiatives in an international broadcasting context

High level financial management experience including the preparation of budgets and financial reports

A owoN

Good working knowledge of broadcasting issues in the Asia-Pacific region and have familiarity and understanding
of the work of the ABU

5. Ability to promote and project a positive image of the ABU and be a channel of communication and liaison
with other international organisations

6. Demonstrated strong inter-cultural and inter-personal skills with the ability to generate consensus and influence
outcomes among people of diverse backgrounds and nationalities

7. Very high level writing and communication skills in English are a pre-requisite, but a working knowledge of other
languages in the region would be an advantage. A degree in a relevant discipline is desirable

Applicants must be a citizen of a country in the ABU region. The successful candidate will be appointed for a three-year
term, with a possible three-year extension.

Applications should include a curriculum vitae and a statement indicating how the candidate meets the above selection
ariteria. Applications should be sent to:

Ms. Mariko Saeki, International Planning and Broadcasting Department,
NHK Broadcasting Center, 150-8001, Tokyo, Japan
Phone: +81-3-5455-2273, Fax: +81-3-3481-1576, Email: saeki.m-ka@nhk.or.jp

The closing date for applications is 16 October 2009.
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Asiavision monthly award

winners

2 Asiavision Award for the

st story of the month has

ied list of winners

2y months for
gquick and comprehensive

coverage of events.

CCTV-China won the award in June
for its comprehensive coverage of
a deadly fire on a hus In the ity
of Chengdu, capital of southwest
China’s Sichuan province. It provided
visuals of the 5 June incident on
the same day and followed it up
with updates. The bus blaze killed 27
people and injured 74 athers.

The May award went to IRIB-Iran
for its efforts in making avajlable
the visuals nf a bomb blast at a
mosgue in the southeastern Iranian
city of Zahedan. The terror attack on
the Amir al-Momenin mosque during
the evening prayers of 28 May killed
25 people and injured 125 others,
The IRIB updates included visuals
of hundreds of thousands of people
altending the funeral pracession of
the victims of the attack.

Oyuntuya, who has worked for TVS
since its launch in 2003, learned how
Journalists at the centre carry out
the daily coordination af the news
exchange, including the compilation
of offers from members and the
allocation of satellite time.

Reporting on the political turmoail
in Thailand earned MCOT the April
award. Antl-government protestors
held rallies in Bangkok before moving
to the resort town of Pattaya which
was to host the ASEAN regional
grouping and ASEAN + 3 (China,
lapan, South Karea) summits.
Several foreign leaders had to be
evacuated by hellcopters and the
summits cancelled when protestors
managed to storm the summit venue
on 11 April.

The anti-government rallies then
moved back to Bangkok and Thai
authorities enforced a crackdown
on protestars on the morning of 13
April before normalcy returned in the
Thai capital after security forces took
control on 14 April.

Making available sarly visuals of a
dramatic crash-landing of a FedEx
cargo plane at Narita Airport in Japan
earned NHK the Asiavision Award
for March. The American pilot and
co-pllot on board the plane died in
the morning incident of 23 March.

Oyuntuya Dugersuren

But asa graduate in computer and science technology, she was also able
to pass on valuable tips in areas such as online storage of videa clips and
the transfer of material from television monitor to computer,

6 AR News

The FedEx cargo plane which was
flying in from Guangzhou, China,
crashed into the runway and caught
fire after failing to keep.a proper
landing position In strong winds.

SLRC won the award for February for

its early coverage of a Kamlkaze-style

air attack by the Tamil Tiger rebels
on the Sri Lankan capital Colombo.
It pravided visuals of the aftermath
of the 20 February night time raid by
two light aircraft. Sei Lankan security
forces shot down one aircraft while
the other crashed into the Inland
Revenue Building in Colombo.

MCCT of Thailand and RTB-Brune
ware the joint winners in January.

MCOT wor an s coverage of a deadly
fire at a nightclub in Bangkok where
revellers were partying in welcoming
the new year. Fireworks used to
highlight the new year countdown
were believed to have set off
combustibles on the premises of the
nightclub. Several hundred revellers
were packed into the club when the

fire broke out after midnight, claiming
some 6] lives and injuring more than
200 people.

Brunei was hit by floods and
landslides in the later half of January
and RTE won the Asiavision award
for the month with its coverage of the
wet seasar. A much heavier rainfall
than usual triggered landslides and
flash floods around the country; RTB
also provided follow-up visuals of
the inundation in various parts of
the country.

The December 2008 award went
to RTM-Malaysia for its prompt
coverage of a deadly landslip
incident on hilly terrain near the
Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur,
Including regular updates on the
search and rescue efforts. The early
morning landslip in Hulu Klang on
6 December buried 14 bungalows in
two housing estates Under rubble.
The tragedy claimed four lives and
forced the temporary evacuation of
several thousand residents living in
the vicinity. @

Oyuntuya won the ‘Best Engineer’ award in the Golden Falcon TV Awards
2008, arganised by the Union, of Mongolian Television Channels. She also
attendeda 45-day Deutsche Welle Akademie course in Intermet broadeasting

for television in 2005.

As TV5's main Asiavision coordinator, she combines her engineering skills
with a journalist’s role. She was the first persan from the station to spend

time on attachment to the centre.

‘It was a great experience,” she sald shortly before returning te Ulaanbaatar.
"l learned how members send their offers and the nead for same-day offers.
The Asiavision centre works hard to obtain same-day stories.”

TV5 has been a member of the news exchange since January 2007,
Oyuntuya's attachment was part of a scheme funded by Aslavision
Under which journalists frorn member stations spend time at the centre
learning more about how the news exchange warks and helping in the

daily coordination.




The new media is changing the

e of war propaganda, often

to the advantage of insurgency

an international

conference in Bonn, Germany.

nas neard

Speakers told the Global Media Forum
on 3-5 June that all sides in conflicts
werenaw usingdramaticimagescon the
Internet as a form of public relations.

“It's a war of images..a war
of cenflicting virtual realities,”

Sebastian Kaempf of the University

of Queensland said.

He was speaking at a session that
looked at how the Internet was being
used for such activities as conflict
informationand misinformation, cyber-
terrarisin, hacking and milltary blogs.

Another speaker, Thamas Rid. a US
expert on the media and conflict

reporting, sald the fundamentals
of propaganda remained the same.
What had changed was the speed
of the new media enviranment,
anabling insurgency groups to act
quickly.

This in turn forced ministries of
defence to move quickly to put outa
FESPONSE.

[nsUrgents could act rapidly because
of the mature of their organisations,
Marc Hecker of Institut Francais des
Relations Internationales sald.

Armies on the other hand were large
organisations and slow to handle
media communicatians.

Mr Rid said the use of the Internet
had not only dramatically changed
military strategies and secret service
activities hut also reparting about
arrmed conflicts.

The Global Media Forum opening session in Germany's old parliament

building in Bonn

Global Media Forum participants

A war of images...the new media under the spotlight in Bonn

Inthe 1990s, journalistshad practically
had a rmonapoly over war reparting.
Now thousarids of soldiers had blogs,
asdid cvilians in regions of conflict.

“Theimages from the first US-led war
in Iraq were controlled by the large
international news agencies. But now,
those taking part in war. ke soldlers,
regular troops or insurgent or militant
groups, aremaking videosand placing
them online,” he said.

"Indeing so. they are making hangings,
explosive attacks and ambushes
available to everyone around the
warld.”

Anothersession looked at how the US
military was bsing virtual war garmes
to boost recruitment at a time when
it was strugeling to attract enough
new soldiars,

Peter Mantello, Professor of New
Mediaat the Ritsurnelkan Asia Pacific
University in Japan, said the military's
official online war game, America’s
Arrmy (W americasary.com), was
now the most successful recruiting
toel it had produced.

The game was also used In
simulators that the army set up
at large events such as fairs to give
peaple a “virtual army experience’,
hesald. Genuine army foctage was
also used, mixirig the imaginary
with the real.

Professor Mantello noted that sorme
people in the Middle East, unhappy
with video war games in which the
heroeswere American, were producing
their oven war games to reclaim their
"digital dignity".

The Global Media Forumn, staged by
Germany's international broadcaster,
Deutsche Welle, brought together
about 900 people from around the
world.

Peter Mantello

Held in Germany's ald parliament
bujlding, it focused on 'Conflict
prevention in the multimedia age'

The farum included a workshop
an ‘Covering conflict — an Asfan
perspective’ arganised by the
ABU, the Asia-Pacific Institute far
Broadcasting Development (AIBD)
and the Asian Media Infermationand
Communication Centre (AMIC). @

ABUN=ws 7



ASIAVISION

Asian broadcasters
capture the solar eclipse

Asian broadcasters pulled out

the stops on 22 July to caver the
total eclipse of the sun from land,
air and sea.

Many broadcasters went live as
the eclipse moved acrass the
heart of Asla, sweeping through
India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,
Myanmar, China and Japar.

Among those showing the event
llve was Bhutan's national
broadcaster, BBS, which shared its
caverage with other members of
Asiavision, the ABU's daily news
excharige.

China’s national broadcaster, CCTV,
and Japan's public broadcaster,
NHK. also provided Asiavision with
news flashes on the eclipse.

Other Aslavision members who
provided footage of the total or
partial eclipse were BTV-Bangladesh,
TVB- Hong Kong, DD-India, IRIB-Iran
and MCOT-Thailand.

Not since the tsunami of December
2004 had sa many members offered
simultaneous coverage of a single
story.

In India, - six-member crew from
DDI joined scientlsts an hoard a

transport plane that took off fram
Agra to view the eclipse from high
altitude.

An NHK crew was on board a
passenger vessel in the Pacific.
about 1,200 km south af Tokyo.
to record striking images of the
eclipse,

CCTV provided live footage as
the eclipse followed the path of the
Yarigtze River across the country.

International broadcasters such.as
BBC World. CNN International and
Al Jazeera also devoted widespread
coverage to the event.

At B minutes and 39 seconds. It
was he longest tatal solar eclipse
of the 21st century. A longer one is
not due until 2132 - and one can
only imagine what technologies
broadcasters will have at their
disposal to cover it. @

Not since the tsunami of December 2004
had so many members offered simultaneous
coverage of a single story

The code, drawn up by the International News Safety Institute (INSI),
calls for appropriate safety training and the provision of safety equipment
for staff sent to hazardous locations.

It urges news organisations to consider safety first, before competitive
advantage, for journalists in hostile environments,

The code says assignments to war and other danger zones must be
voluntary and only involve experienced news gatherers and those under
their direct supervision.

At its annual meeting in Kuala Lumpur, the News Group also endorsed
the Jakarta Declaration on the Safety of Journalists In the Asia-Pacific,
drawn up at a news safety conference in the Indonesian capital in
December 2008.

Among other things, the declaration says freedom of expression
and a free press are critical fo the sustained development of

B ABUNews

nations. to the end of cerruption and to the alleviation of poverty.

[t deplores the killings of, attacks on, and unwarranted detentions of
journalists and other news professionals in the region.

INSI's Directer, Redney Pinder, told the News Group meeting that some
news organisatians were cutting back an their foreign bureaus and instead
relying on stringers and contract workers for fofelgn news coverage,

“They are often little more than cannon fodder. t's an outrageous
situation and has to be addressed by the industry.”

Mr Pinder was ang of two guest speakers on the second day of the
meeting. The other was Aale Raza, Vice President of Benchmark
Broadcast Systems, Singapore

Mr Raza spoke on digital newsrooms and the effect the work flow has
both on the work of newsroom staff and on the bottom line.

e Forthe INSI saféty code please see http./www.newssafety.org/index,
phpZoption=com_content&view=article&id=165&!termid=100066




Asiavision to launch file transfer

system

Asiavision is to launch-a file
‘hanging

news in parallel to the existing

transfer system for e

satellite-based exchange.

The ABU News Group, which sets
palicy for the news exchange, took
the decision at its annual meeting in
Kuala Lurnpur on 2-3 July,

The move'is aimed at helping smaller
broadcasters who are unable to
contribute news stories by satellite to
start offering items for the first time.

Some Asiavisian members either lack
the technical facilities to transmit
to AsiaSat 2, the satellite the news
exchange uses, or cannot afford the
uplink chargas. A low-cost file transfer
system using the Intemet is designed
to remedy that.

File transfer tests among selectad
rembers have been taking place for
sarme time. The News Group decided to
[unch the systern as soor as possible

|brahim Yahaya

for any members wha wish to use
it, with Asiavision paying the initial
sat-up costs and monthly network
charges.

In another decision, the group
unanimously elected Prattana
Nuntaratpun of MCOT-Thailand as
Its new Chairperson, for a three-year
term. She succeeds Shaun Seow of
Singapore's Channel NewsAsla,

Harjit Singh of RTM-Malaysia becarme
Vice-Chairman, joining Ms Nuntaratpun
and the other Vice-Chairman, Yoshic
Nishikawa of NHK-Japan. on the
|eadership tearm.

The group also decided to increase
funding for training in the coming
year, Planned training events
include a regional workshop on
digital newsrooms covering content,
management and technical issues.

The three Aslavision Annual Awards
for 2009 were announced at the

Phaoto by Ritidhen Norby

meeting. DDI-Indla won the award
for the most news flashes during the
past year, while RTB-Brungl and MCOT
won for the overall guality of thelr
cantributions. Fach award carries a
rash prize of US$700.

Opening the mesting, the ABU's Acting
Segretary-General, David Astley, urged
Aslan broadcasters to make mare use
of riew technology and new media
platforms to both collect and deliver
news content.

He said this included making more use
of user-generated contant.

“There have been many Instances
where user-generated content has
provided broadcasters with breaking
news video coverage that has not been
avallable from their own reporters or
agencies,” he said.

Mr Astley said new media platforms
would not take over from traditional
broadeasting or news gathering

practices for a long time, but would
gradually eat into audience shares.

“The anly way you can combat that is
ta be an these new media platforms
as well. And that means you should
he users as well as followers in order
to fully understand the potential of
the new media.’

Deborah Steele of ABC-Australia -
Asiavision's newest mernber - said
the Australian national broadcaster's
audiences were increasing, against
all the trends. largely as a result of
developing new media support for
traditional broadcasting,

“Podcasts are now a tremendaus part
of TV audiences,” she said.

Channel NewsAsia's Chay Ting Ngee
said the Singapore broadcaster had
seen a big grawth in visitors to its
wehslite. It was also experimenting
With citizen iournalisrn, although
ethical issues remained. @

He Is Datuk |brahim Yahaya, who was formerly the Media Advisor to

Mataysia's Minister of Infarmiation.

Me takes over from Dato’ Abdul Rahman Hamid - one of the ABU's
Vice-Presidents = who has moved to a new rale as Special Advisor to the

Minister of Information.

Datuk Ibrahirm has.a background Iy both the print and electronic media.
e was Chief News Editar of the Malaysian news agancy, Berita Harian, and
for three years was editor and manager of current affairs and talk shows

with the commercial broadcaster, TV3.

With his mickname Tiger, he is well known in local media circles, and said
he aspired ta turn RTM into a “dynamic and respected” station.

ABL Mews @
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Tehran forum probes
in the multi

In the very grand surroundings
of IRIB's conference centre
(at the hear an imposing,
tree-lined campus where all of
the IRIB radio and telavision
activities are centred), over
600 local and internationai

isters were Iintroduced

e _

With heavy media coverage, and

elaborate multi-media presentation,

the format of the opening provided
a framework for the discussion which
threaded through the following
sessions exploring both the challenges
and excitemnent of radio’s future,

Sorme of the future s here, according to
self-styled futurist Gerd Leonhard from

=R,

Paul Bushnell of Radio New Zealand, respands to questions after his

presentation to the session on new delivery platforms for radio services

10 ARUNEws

Switzerland. In his keynote speech, he
laid out a challenge for broadcasters to
not rely on its traditions, but instead to
embrace the riew forms of distribution
the Internet can offer. and benefit
from the result — a fluid, intimate
connection with the listener in which
many of the things wa once thought
important are now redundant, such as
defined programme schedules and the
technological apparatus of analogue
broadcasting.

Inits place a new world of consurmer
choice and content delivery means
that hroadrasters must get to know
and use the Internet, including social
networking sites, to expose our content
to a rising generation for which
traditional radio forms are increasingly,
or actually, relevant.

Speakers at sessions which followed
explored in more detall tham Gerd's
paroramic view how radio has so far
adapted to the new digital landscape,
and how it might continue to do so
productively in the future, explaring
the history of digital radio and the
multimedia platforms of KBS-Korea
and RTHK-Hang Korig.

Podcasting was enthusiastically
advocated, and Iranian broadcasting
was also analysed by local and
international scholars who focused
on the role of the media in recent
presidential elections, and set
out a theoretical framework for
understanding the next stage of
development on the Internet.

The idea of 'green radio” was
explored in a special session which
looked at different perspectives an
the environment and responses to it.
This wes an expansive haur which also
flagged future developments in the
‘Lights Out’ campaign being organised
by the ABU. and consideration of how
public-information campaigns can be
effectively mounted. Caunter to much
of the online-forused discussion, the
valle of live radia which is established
In the days immediately following a
natural disaster was also laid out for
cansideration.

The second day was a full one,
beginning with a sesslon looking
at development issues, and it was
intriguing to see how variously this
was defined for the different countries
which were represented. A number of
speakers suggested that traditional
and local radio fulfils critlcal needs
for many millions of listeners across
the globe.

As Mike Adamis of the Far East

Broadcasting Co. had dare the previous
day Intalking about the importance of
live radlio In & time of natural disaster,
Basharat Ahmed Khan from India
stoutly defended the public service
function of live radio. He argued that
public service broadcasters should
actively suppoert campaigns promoting
basic health and education in areas of
poverty or great social need,

The recent history of community radic
in the UK was traced by Salvatore
Stifo of the European Union Institute,
and Hosselnali Afkhaml of lran
explained how radlo assisted rural
development in eastern Azerbaijan,
where, as recently s during the 19705
there was no teleghone or electricity.
The Armenian experience was also
analysed by Or Mushegh Hovsepyan.

In & session on innovations in digital
radia, Steve Ahern from Australia
discussed the implications of
fragmentation of audiences, and
the resulting change in the patterns
of consumption, on the nature

Masud Ahmadi, Secretary of the
Festival, said the event provided an
apportunity to take a more scientific
and educational approach in radio




the future of radio

mediaera ....

In a closing address to the Festival,
IRIB chief Ezzat Allah Zargami said
media needed to be saved from the
capitalism that had been driving it

of programming which media
orgariisations create.

He suggested that we should call
aurselves ‘audio content creators’
rather than broadcasters.

Barry Clarke from ABC-Australia
flagged the introduction of digital
radio in Australia in July 2009, and
considered the changes it will entall.
The value of traditional local radio
was emphasised, given the particular
example of how they assisted in
providing emergency information to
listeners during this year's disastraus
bush fires,

Several speakers were from Tehran
University: Dr Azam Ravadard
and Mohammed Hoseini and Or
Sayed Vahld Aghili contrasted the
characteristics of analogue and digital
radio, along with its cultural and social
context.

The role of drama and miusic In radio
was traced by a variety of speakers,
including two German academics
whose papars were connected by a
remarkable 1930s experimental radio
play which was a precurser {0 Orson

Welles's famous War of the Worlds
broadcast a decade later,

The afternoon concluded with a
further session by Gerd Leanhard,
exploring In more detall the themes
set out in his keynote speech.

Arriong the points he set out were the
following broadband broadeasting
principles:

1) Broadgasters should be and remain
the best possible curators, on all
platforms

2) Broadeasters should support time-
shiftirig

3) Broadcasters should support
convergence (devices, platforms,
Uls)

4) Broadcasters should support
sharing

5) Broadcasters should support
Interactivity and engagement

6) Broadcasters should embrace
community and conversation

Delegates to the International Radio Forum listen to Gerd Leonard's keynote address on ‘broadcasting meets
broadband' on the opening day

Phaoto by Ali Feizabacl

And the wrap-up discussion
began with a funny and charming
presentation by Palle Bo, fram the
Radioguru company in Denmark,
about producing powerful radio
commgercials. These were mostly germs
of prograrrime-making. condensed
irto between 30 and 90 secands.

The radio festival event that was
staged alongside the conference
had a number of International
broadtasters In attendance from all
round the world. Programme-makers
from places as diverse as Slovenia,
China, Korea, India and Argentina
mixed with academics and other
broadcasters from other parts of
the globe.

It was really a wonderful part of the
avent to make contact with many local
broadcasting staff — all bursting with
energy, and keen to discuss many of
the issues raised during the forum's
sessions, All of us international guests
seerned to be giving an endless series
of interviews, too, on the nature of
radio. its philosophical underpinnings
and practical future.

In addition to the extensive formal
programme of the conference,
the organisers showed delegates
around the campus of [RIB, many
Tehran museums, and we spent an
unforgettable day visiting the city
of Shiraz and the nearby historic site
of ancient Persepolis.

The pride and enthusiasm of our
hosts was evident in all of these
activities, and they. pravided insights
into beth the financial commitrment
{n broadcasting, and the rich history
of the country.
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