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Preside‘n't welcomes delegates
to Tokyo

Dear Colleagues,

As Presiclent of the ABL, it gives me great pleasure to invite you to the 47th ABU General Assembly and Associated
Meetirigs from 14 to 20 October 2010,

| ook forward to welcoming you to Tokyo. @ city where tradition and high-technology coexist and continues to
transmit a unigue image culture,

While the ABU General Assembly will be held in the Grand Prince Hotel Akasaka, many of the Associated Meetings
and sacial programmes will be held in NHK Broadcasting Center, utilising its varlous facilties including rehearsal
ro0ms, canteens, the NHK hall and other venues. This will bring a unigue flavour of broadcasting to the events.

-

A variety of plans have been prepared for the participants in Tokyo. In particular, on the second day of the General A‘Jﬁh
Assemibly, under the working title, The Age of Convergence - How Broadcasters Cope with the Challenges from New Yashinori Imai
Media’ the Special Topic Session will focus on the changing relationship between the broadeastars who were traditionally the sole information providers.
and its recipients. in the era of Internet convergence. A renowned expertise from Japan and distinguished speakers fram the Asia-Pacific region and from
ather countries will be planned to share their insights inta the future with you. On the other hand, at the Professional Discussion in the afternoan, we will
be more down to earth and discuss the issues faced by members on a daily basis, under the banner of ‘Digitisation - How Far has it Gone In Asla and the
Pacific? How.do we get the Fruits out of it?.

By sharing our knowledge and experience. | hope that the General Assembly will be a forum for us ta realise the ‘Resilience of Broadcasting’, thisyear's
therne, and to reaffirm our mission as broadcaster which is to enrich lives and culture of the audiences through providing valua tile information.

Throughout the period, with generous cooperation from our fellow ABU members in Japan, there will be dinners and luncheons and other social events
that you can look forward to.

And on Menday, 18 October, there will be a one-day excurslon to Nikko, a World Heritage site. | trust that the day will offar a brief break from a schedule
flledl with meetings.

| hope you will enjoy vour stay in Tokyo.

Yoshinarl Imal
ABL President

For further information, please visit http:/www.abutokya2010.com/ @
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ASIAVISION

Cambodia’s CTN begins
contributing to Asiavision

e

-
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Cambodian Television Network headquarters

Cambodian Tetevision Metwork (CTN) has become the latest
broadcaster to contribute to Asiavision, the ABU's daily news

exchanga.

CTM has used Aslavision's recently-launched file transfer system to
contribute several news stories. The first was an the visit of a US hospital
ship and a Japanese destroyer to Sihanoukville, a port city southwest
of Phnom Penh.

The statlon became the news excharige’s newest member when it joined in
March but for technical reasons it was unable to offer news material until now.

The Eurovision news axchange contacts meeting this year was held
in Renidorm, Spain, from 2 to 4 June, This is an annual meeting
of news and sport news cantacts of Eurovision, the European
Broadcasting Union's news exchange.

Asiavision has an agreerment with Eurovision whereby Eurovision receives
material from Aslavision and Euravision in returm puts in a 10-minute daily
contribution for Asiavision.

The mesting discussed Eurovision's planned transition to a hybrid satellite
and file-based system. This move would see Eurovisian members using new

tools and new workflows.

A key advantage in using file contrbution is that there will be no waiting for
satellite availability and thus human resources will not be tied up.

Eurovision started a pilot project on file transfer in the middle of last year

A free-to-alr station, CTN was launched in March 2003 and is now
Cambodia’s highest rating TV statjon, boasting more than 60 percent
of prime time viewership.

Asjavision brings together 21 broadcasters from around the region who
exchange news daily. It launched its file transfer system last October to
operate alongside the twice-daily satellite feeds.

The feeds remain its main way of exchanging news but the file transfer
system offers an alternative for those who, for cost er technical reasons,
are unable to contribute by satellite. @

with 10 members participating: The meeting was told that the number of
participants would now be expandsad,

Eurovision alms to move this praject forward as.a whale In which all its
members will participate. There will be a camplete upgrade of all newsroom
toals and systerns,

This project s orgoing and Eurovision has not set a time frame as to when
all its members will take part.

The meeting also looked at Eurovision operations. The comtacts discussed
what went right and what went wrong in their operations as well as problems
faced. One problem raised was the lack of coverage by Eurovision members
in cartain parts of the world,

There were also prablemns with rights, resulting in certain ftems being unavailable
or when made available, carrying restrictions.

AL News 3




ASIAVISION

Balanced news essential, says

Thai PM

Balance and accuracy in reporting
have become increasingly
important in an era where time
and space are no longer major
obstacles to news broadcasting,
the Thai Prime Minister, Abfisit
Vejjajiva, has said.

“With millions of bloggers, Twitters
and Internet users now serving as
‘web reporters’ who now widely
share their video clips an the
Internet, television Is now facing a
challenge - for you to demonstrate
that there is still a place for quality
in broadcast media." he sald.

Mr Abhislt was opening the annual
ABL News Group meeting in Bangkok,
hosted by Thai broadcaster MCOT. The
meeting took place at the Bangkok
Convention Centre on 5-6 August.

It brought together heads of news
and other senior journalists from ABU
broadcasters, including members of
Asiavision, the dally news exchange.

Speaking of his government's
plans for media refarm, be rejected
allegations that it was into too much
media contral or censorship.

“Media reform is actually part of
the government's efforts to help
the media develop itself to become
self-regulated as much as possible,

“We have met with various
proféssional media bodies in Thailand
to explain that the ohjective of this
process is to encourage the media
to be the main driving forca in
transforming itself into a machanism
far canstructive communication
armongst the Thai people.

“The main issue to consider is
how the media could operate with
freedom, and exercise such freedom
constructively”

Mr Abhisit's rernarks set the tone for the
meeting, which reviewed the activities of
Asiavision. Content issues, new delivery
technologies, training and cooperation
with broadcasters in other parts of the
world all came under the spotlight.

News Group delegates

& ABU News

- A
Among the meeting's key decislons:

- To double the amount of funding
for in-house training for Asiavision
members under the Asiavision
Advisory Service

+ To organise a major regional workshop
on sports news reporting in partnership
with the ABU Sports Department.

- To look at introducing a regular sports
news package for Asiavision members.

+ To extend cooperation with the Arab
States Broadeasting Union (ASBU),
including a pessible joint training event.

Three members of Aslavislon won
annual awards at the meeting for their
contributions to the news exchange.

CCTV-China won for providing the
most news flashes during the past
year, NHK-Japan and MCOT-Thalland
were honoured by their fellow
members for the overall quality of their
cantributions to the news exchange.

Each award carries a cash prize of
us$700.

The group welcomed the recent
admission of Saba TV of Afghanistan
and Cambodian Televisicn Network

S e T

The Thai Prime Minister (centre) with News Group participants

{CTN) as members, bringing
Asiavision's membership to 21, the
highest in its 26-year history.

The News Group Chairperson,
Prattana Muntaratpun of MCOT,
chaired the meeting. The group
selected Akinori Hashimoto of NHK
to fill a vacant Vice-Chairman’s post.
The other Vice-Chairman [s Harjit
Singh of RTM-Malaysia.

The group encouraged mare Asiavision
members ta use the file transfer
system launched last October,
particularly those who are unable to
cantribute news staries by satellita.

Partic/pants were delighted 1o
accept an offer by NTV-Nepal to
Nost next year's News Group Meeting
in Kathmanglu.

In the longer term, they decided to
look into the possibility of holding
News Group meetings as part of the
ABU's annual meetings instead of as
stand-alone events.

MECT were superb hosts. In addition
to running the meeting without a
hitch, they laid on dinners and social
events for participants including a
tour of Bangkok and a dinner cruise
o the Chao Phraya River. @




Cover all phases of a disaster,
media urged

s " N N

Cherie Hart of the UNDP

Journalists can bring important
stories to light by continuing to
cover a disaster long after the
event, the ABU News Group
meeting in Bangkok heard.

“You have pressures to be current
and fast. But longer-term stories
ran also be gripping,” Cherie Hart,
Regional Communications Advisor,
UN Development. Programme. said.

“Keep going to the scene when the
main cameras leave. Not just at the

A Bangladeshi journalist took
on an additional role as an
International Emmy juror
when he spent a month on
attachment to the Asiavision
centre in Kuala Lumpur.

Md Mainul lslam, a News Producer
at Bangladesh Television (BTV),
spent July at the centre helping
Aslavigion staff coordinate the
dally news exchange:

His attachment was part of a
scheme under which Asiavision
provides funding to enablle joumalists
from member broadcasters to spend
time at the centre.

six-ronth or one-year or five-year
anniversary. Cover it like a beat. check
inwith key people, officlals, families."

In an address to the meeting, Ms Hart
urged journalists to look at all phases
of a disaster - before, during, after
and long after.

“You are trined to report quickly and
accurately. Sometimes in doing so,
nuances are lost in the moment when
it is important to get news out as a
hreaking stary unfolds. But there remain
political, cultural, sacial, economic and
development storles to be found”

Shelisted sorme under-reported twists
to disaster coverage:

- A natural event such as an
earthquake ar cyclone can
berame a disaster when coupled
with poor development, What
were the development gaps that
exacerhated and in some cases led
to the disaster?

"It was a great opportuniity for me,"
he said shortly before returning
to Dhaka. "l learned a lot about
Asiavision and its members, and
ahout how to send news items and
raceive the dally feeds”

Moinul also served as a juror for
the semi finals of the news and
current affairs categories of the 2010
International Emmy Awards. The
ABU was a co-host of the judging,
held on 19-20 luly.

While at the centre he learned
more about Asiavision's file transfer
systemn, launched last year, and plans
to use it in Dhaka. BTV itself uses file

«What are the gender inequalities that
are magnified in disaster situations?
Women and girls suffer mare than
men and boys frorn shortages of
food and economic resources In
the aftermath of disasters. Are
there serigus consequences for the
education of girls? Are there links
between disasters and genider trends?

- Are there examples where
communities are investing in ways
to protect themselves fram future
disasters? Are there any places that
arintrodidng good bulding and design
todes, and retro-fitting existing buildings,
especially schools, to withstand
disasters? If so, what technologies or
Innovations are they using?

- Are'there groups that have fared
hetter after a disaster? if so, how did
that happen, why are their lives better?

s Hart also said there were “silent
emergencles” that did not attract
media coverage ar public attention.

transfer protocal (FTP) te receive
news feeds and stories from
remote areas and is in the process
of automating its newsroom, with
a central server,

It was the third overseas assignment
far Mainul, wha has been with BTV for
more than six years. He spent three
manths at the Radio Netherlands
Training Certtre in Hilversum in 2006
and one moenthat the IPPTAR training
institUte in Kuala Lumpur studying
TV documentary production under
the Malaysian Technical Cooperation
Programime in 2008.

Meinul has a strong interest in

“And there are ‘missing’ disasters which
don't get reflected in the media. Some
of them are climate-related. Others are

health related,

“Talking openly about HIV/AIDS is still
a taboo in many parts of South Asia,
forexample. Famine becomes a story;
drought doesn’t - berause the latter

kills slowly.”

She noted that almost half of the
countries around the world in which
disasters nccurred regularly were in Asia
and the Pacific. She urped journalists
to cover issues such as disaster

preparedness.

"“Simple, low-cost measures — local
evacuation plans, shelters, community
early-waming systems — have saved tens
of thousands of lives in Bangladesh when
it has beer faced with devastating cyclanes.

*Part of the building back better story
is how couptries are trying now 1o

minirmise future disaster risks.”

Md Moinul Istam

covering climate change and
hopes to focus closely on this as
his career develops.

ABU heEws



