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The Intervention
The Safety of Journalists and the Danger of Impunity

Mrs. Ladavan Bua-aim,Thailand

First of all, Thailand would like to thank all member states for the
support to the post of Vice-Chair, regarding the issue on the Safety of
Journalists and the Danger of Impunity, Thailand uphold the obligations to
prevent, investigate and punish crimes against journalists. And the new

Government focuses on securing the safety of journalist and combating impunity.

We appreciate the Director General’s decision to organize the first UN
Inter-Agency Meeting on this issue last September and strongly support the
UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity
especially on the actions to raise awareness and foster safety initiatives and

to strengthen cooperation with member states to combat against this problem.

Concerning the cases of 4 journalists killed since 2006, all the cases
are either under investigation, judicial enquiries or in the process of the court

to bring perpetuation of crimes to justice.

According to The Thai Rights and Liberties Protection Department
under the Ministry of Justice, journalists or photographers / cameramen killed
during political unrest or assassination are entitled to 100,000 TH Baht
compensation under the Rights and Liberties Protection Act. The next of kin
are however required to submit their petition to the Department. This scheme

covers both Thai and foreign nationals.

Please note that the Thai government had already paid 550,000 TH Baht to the

next of kin of the deceased.

Moreover, to foster Safety Initiatives, the Government and professional
association plan to work with all stakeholders, and in particular regional
Media training Institute, to organize a training course on * Safety of Journalists ‘ to

educate and enhance their knowledge and awareness on this particular issue.




The Intervention
on
Gender and media : Getting the Balance Right
Mrs. Ladavan Bua-aim,Thailand

Thailand acknowledges UNESCO’s contribution to gender equality and
women’s empowerment in and through media of all forms. We appreciate
UNESCO effort in developing framework of indicators to gauge gender’s
sensitivity in media operations and contents. It will surely help us in the
assessment of the status of gender equality within media organizations in our
country. The Thai government emphasized the strategic commitment to
make contribution to the advancement of women. The setting up of the
National Development Fund for Women is among the Government’s urgent
policies to be implemented this year to empower and enhance their

potential.

We share the belief that all forms of discrimination on the basis of
gender are violations of human rights and a significant barrier to peace,

sustainable development and the achievement of all development goals.

More women are training and entering career just like other region of
the world, but we still have a long way to challenge the culture of casual
stereotype and prejudices that limit the power of women in society. Fair
gender portrayal is a professional and ethical appreciation. Women need to
be more present at higher level’s the new business , both at work and at the
unions. They are marginalized in the news both in the content of the jobs
they do and in the opportunities they have to make their way in the
profession.




