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JAMCO presents English-language programs o f the Great East 

Japan Earthquake created by Japanese loca l commercial 

television broadcasters and NHK 

On March 11, 20 II. a great earthquake struck off the Sanriku coast of Japa n's nOl1i1e[l Slern 

Tuho ku region. The ensuing tsunami claimed cQuntless lives. 
Recognizing the need to share the trllt' sC(llc of the devastation and th (: rc~ i on's rO('1d to 

re.::overy with the world, JAMCO hao, called for pl"ogralll" ft"olll tekv is iuJ1 broadcasters in th e 
three To hok u prefectures hit by the disaster, cOllllllercial broadcasters in '[ok yo. and NHK. and 
cre,1led Lng li sh-lan guage versions of the three programs beiov,'. 

"Tsunami Disaster Heartache and Hope Through the Viewfinder: 
49 Days ofLife and Dealh" 

(Higashi Nippon Broadcasting: 24 min s.) 

A local ne\"s cameraman shoots the huge tsunami 
engulfi ng Kesennuma. a city in Miyagi Prefecture and 
one of the major fi ~ h ing pons of the rohoku region. He 
see ks foo ting ncar the pon w ith camera in hand and 
linger pressed to Shllll er as he bac k~ h i ~ way up a flig ht of 
~ta i r~ 10 hi!;her ground . The vie\,,, finder. framed at the 
residenls ' t':)'t': !evel, fi lls wilh the terrifying sight o f 

gushing black water, As Ihe tsunam i stans to recede. the 
ClIIller(llllllll heJI":' calls for hel p from all over town, 1\ lier 
(\ moment's hesitat ion, he sets hi~ camera down and 
walks to\\ards the voices. 

The program fo llows the work of the news cameraman 
livi ng in the !ishing. POI' devastmed by the monstrous 
\\'ave and. through his cmnera. presellb the fury of the 
t~unmlli lind the daily lives of the people ill the afll ictcd 
area. 

"March II , 2011 Toh okll Earlirqllake and Tsunflll1i: 
No Maller HolV Many Years Go By ... Do Nol Forgel" 

«(wa le Broadcasting: 54 millS. ) 

Residents of the Sanfi ku coast had supposedly had 
the \\' l) rld '~ h ighe~t Ic~'d o r a~\ ilrene~~ regilrding 
tsunamis , So \~ ha t e.'(:lctl~ happent'd 0 11 the coast (I f 
h... ate Pf~ I ~ClUrt: tha t d<ly. and how did the people 
re,Kt? 

At Kamaishi, a city of Iwate PretCctufc in the To hoh.u 
region. <l Cillll C' nt m,1Il nt~hed lu the tei evi , io l1 .~ t a tio tl \ 
coastal branch o ffice and recorded images of h i~ 

hometown be ing ~ \~ allo wcd up by jhe bllnalnl. :vlal1;' 
people in ]wute Pre l'ec!ul'e tost the ir' lives to the gi .1nt 



wave. TIle \\'all of W;l h;"T even r<;'(lched the t",lnh<.!st 
inland areas \.\.-here the ocean \~a~ Ollt 01" sight. Some 
died despite evacu<llingju$1 <1$ they had peen instn lcted 
in d rills. 

Meanwhile , a number 01" districts sustained 
re la tively small damage thoug.h hi t hy the IS Uillltni 

head-on. These were places \~ht' re fo rerunners who 
had suffered count les~ l()-;~e-; ("mill the frequent 
tsunam is had learned from their ei\perience and moved 

com munities to higher g round. DClmage \VClS kept 10 a mini mum in thc~e d i ~lricls. \\herc people 
foJJO\\ed thei r ancestors' wilm ings carved in stone. 

"Disaster Area Record ofRecovery Kamaislii: Indomitable People" 
(N HK: 34 millS.) 

The c ity o f Kamaishi is utterly devastated by the 
ts unami. Yet the head of an iron works factory is trying 
to rebuild his demolished factory and resume fi x in g 
s hip engi nes 10 get the Kamaishi fishery bu si ness back 
on ib feet as SOOI1 as possible. The owner of a ruin ed 
liquo r shop is pinning his hopes on a lemporary setup 
buill in thc park to reopen his bus iness. An e lderly 
courle have declined their son's in vitation to li ve w ith 
him in t he unharmed metropol itan area to try to revive 
th ei r hometown sundrie s shop. The program fo ll ows 
the tough path to rEX:overy for th e people in Kamai shi 's 
sho ppi ng street and factorie .~ over a pe riod 01" ncarly 
two Ill(lnl hs since the crew lirst mer them (l\ an 
evacuation center three days after the tsun ami . 

JAMCO and its program library 

Japan Media Communication Celller (JA MCO) is a non-profi t organi7.i,tipn e~tablished with timds 
from commerc ial broadc<lsiers throughout Japan and NHK. 

It collects te levision progr(l ms su itable fo r broadclIst in developing wuntril'S from NI-IK and 
commercial television broadcilsters all o\'er Jo:l pan, and after a deliberation process b}· e.'.perts. 
repTiXiliCeS ::.d ec led programs in Ihe English, Spanish, and French languages. JA MCO has a lihrary 
of 1,471 int<.!rnat iona l progr<llns as of the end of fi sclI ' year 20 10. 

The-;e ink- mationa l program!. have been provided free of charge 10 le1evi-;ion broadcasters in 
developing counlries. 

Te levision broadcasters that wish 10 ai r o r are inte rested in the progmrns on the Gre at [;)st J<lpall 
Eart hquake introduced in this lea Oel lire wekome \0 contact l Ao. V1 CO hy email. 

Address: 1-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda -ku, 
Tokyo 102-0094 Japan 

Tel: +81-3-3238-7410 
[-mail: a rlljanH·(t(llll;ll"h 1t-.(..·I1. lu·. jll 


