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1. Eidul Adha

Eid al-Adha, a Feast of Sacrifice" or "Greater Eid" is an important religious holiday celebrated at
the end of the Hajj by Muslims worldwide to commemorate the willingness of Abraham (Ibrahim) to
sacrifice his son Ishmael (Isma'il) as an act of obedience to Allah, before Allah intervened to provide him

with a sheep to sacrifice instead, and his triumph over the temptation of the devil.

Every Muslim takes part in this feast, not only the ones on Hajj. Everyone thinks about the
pilgrims who have gone on Hajj, and joins with them in spirit, particularly any who have gone from their

own family or community.

On the day of Eid, Muslims gather early in the morning in outdoor locations or mosques to
perform the Eid prayer. This consists of a short congregational prayer followed by a sermon. This Eidul
Adha prayer is performed earlier than Eidul Fitr prayer because there are cows, sheep and cows waiting to

be slaughtered, and to be distributed to the needy people.

Khun Muhammad Nakkham, an Islamic teacher for new Muslim at Ridwa Nul-Islam Mosque,

Khlong Chan, Bangkapi explains what Muslims do on the day of Eid besides prayers.

“Each family would sacrifice a domestic animal, such as a cow, sheep, goat, or camel, by
slaughter. The meat would then be divided into three equal parts to be distributed to others. The
family eats one third, another third is given to relatives, friends and neighbors, and the other third

is given to the poor and needy as a gift”

Muslims are recommended to take the life or to slaughter an animal for food in the kindest
possible way, with the least amount of pain, and without putting the animal to fear or distress, as the
Prophet Muhammad said: “When you slaughter an animal, do so in the best way. One should sharpen

his knife to reduce suffering of the animal”

Non-Muslims are often horrified at the thought of animal slaughter, and regard it as cruelty and a
barbaric practice. They are confusing Islamic slaughter with the ancient worshippers of idols who used to
consider that their gods needed the ritual sacrifices of blood to give them strength, and so on. This has

nothing to do with Islam.
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2. Hajj Affairs

According to the constitution of Thailand, His Majesty the King of Thailand is the patron of all
religions in Thailand. Thus all Thais have rights and freedom to perform their religious activities abided
by the teaching of its religion. For the case of Thai Muslims in Thailand, the government also provides
convenience for those who are willing to go on pilgrimage to Mecca by appointing Hajj Promotion
Committee office of Southern Border Provinces of Thailand to look after all pilgrims throughout the

country.

Every year, there are a lot of people from the restive south of Thailand who are willingly to go on
pilgrimage to Mecca, but the quota given by Saudi Arabia is limited- only 13,000 people annually.
Moreover, there is no clear order to control all the involved partners and agencies which might create

problems to the pilgrims.

Besides Hajj Promotion Committee office of Southern Border Provinces of Thailand to look after
all pilgrims throughout the country, there is another organization called the Council of Muslim
Organization of Thailand, which safeguards the rights and benefit of the pilgrims, and monitors Hajj

Affairs in Thailand.

Mr. Praman Muktaree, a president of the Council of Muslim Organization of Thailand, disclosed

his missions on Hajj Affairs in Thailand.

«1. To clarify problematic issues from the origin to the destination, and comply with the
standards of Saudi Arabia. 2. To follow up the previous problems related to Hajj Promotion
Committee, Department of Religious Affairs, problems that Hajj entrepreneurs and Hajj pilgrims

encounter”

He also added that his organization is set up to safeguard the rights and benefits of pilgrims to
Mecca by seeking opportunities in human resource development, administration enhancement and

management involved in Hajj affairs, from both public and private sectors and associated civil society

sk %k %k %k %k %k k ¥k %k
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3. Hajj-pilgrimage to Makkah

The Haji (which means ‘to set out with a definite purpose’) is the pilgrimage to Makkah, the
‘Mother-town’ of Islam, and it is compulsory for every adult Muslim who can afford it, and who is able to
g0, once in a lifetime. If any Muslim cannot afford to go, or if it would cause hardship to their dependents,

they are excused from making the journey.

Anyone who wishes to make their pilgrimage more than once is encouraged to go at some time
other than the Hajj time, when the pilgrimage is known as the Lesser Pilgrimage, or umrah. The true Hajj
takes place at a specific time in the Muslim calendar, in the month of Dhu’l Hijjah, two months and ten

days after Ramadan.

Making the Hajj used to be a considerable sacrifice and effort, some people travelling for months
and even years overland to reach Makkah. Sometimes people save for a lifetime to make the trip, and
when at last they have enough money, they are too old or infirm to go. Any Muslims who cannot make the
Hajj are encouraged to pay instead for another person. Sometimes a family or community will club

together in order to be able to send one representative on their behalf.

Khun Muhammad Sawad Thanomwong, a Da’wah or Islamic missionary from Nurul Kareem

mosque, Baan Yaimom, Trat Province mentions things the pilgrims have to do before going on the

pilgrimage.

“Pilgrims should settle any debts before they go on Hajj, and should not leave any of their

dependents in difficulties”

It is compulsory for each pilgrim to do four things on Hajj: to enter the state of ihram and on
ihram clothing’ to perform the circling of the Ka’bah (tawaf), to make the stand at arafat (wuquf), and to
circle the Ka’bah again, after returning from arafat. When the pilgrim has done all these four thins, he may

take the title hajji, a female pilgrim is a hajjah



o

3. WBoa) 1 UASIMANY

v ¢ & 3 [ I o - P d
g @aaneanuiinzeen lfugadssaenidaem) AeMILTINYNUATIINANE FUENTN

9y o o [ a A IS

a o o 1 ~ o o
YDIAMAUIDD A Lmztﬂuﬂlamﬂumﬂ5‘1114aaumﬂuvi“l‘nnmﬂﬂu‘nummmmmmmumwmlaz

¥

o

& yyve 1 ¥ oa aa v a o o @
ﬁ'lll']iﬂvl‘].lllﬁ'NuﬂJ Glf\'illﬂﬂ'lﬂuﬂllﬂﬂialﬂﬂ'ﬂu‘]nﬂ myﬂauﬂu"l‘nu"lnuﬂ’Jmmlniiwnw;mmww

o 1

A 9 o w o g 1 Y a P [ 9
viedns lvhssguesuniu endelfifiannunndinndeyanaieglugimszvesninuiuad
¥

Yo a £ k) a
W'Jﬂl‘\l'mzulﬂﬁ'Uﬁ'ﬂﬁUﬂnuil’lﬂﬂ’]ilﬂuﬂ’]qulﬂuﬁa\iuﬂluuu
v 4 = o w o ' 2 ) A A =} [} v
Aidszasmz@umalihdaginnnimilangs aaslllunaduiuenmileramanagegy

¢ at o d a X

é ar \ ~ \ l!‘ (- aa a é
HFINTTUNNYYAINA1IISLIUND RULIEN Wﬁa%mﬂ%zmmu“lunammnummﬂg]‘nuﬂﬁmn Eip

= 4 -

o 3 U o L 4
fmuavulufoudadueed aoufouruiuiundimnniaeusougeu

o

s o £y Y = = i a
mslszneusdeezdesldanu@saazuazanuneonuiusgaun URAUAUN NN
[ A A P d 2 a 2 o = Y aa
FunamaaReunaznansihite ldsuasmnned 119ATI YAAULIIPUDINUDDUNUANDATINTIA

4 a o a o 4 a o ' 4 a
Wedume i sigiesiieninnduinanendy limuse T 18 desan wanmasuiulilvie

¥

oo lilfiog 118 dmiuyaduii hicunse livihdef Iy susamivayuviensdulday

o

] ]
A A

A 4 [ A Y 1 @ an v o
auq Tl 11endh vunseuaimisunguruszastuieiozdedumu lihlsgneutdog lunw

VDININT

s & o

o o 4 1 = o a
wiw ydumala A auondad Unazazd vie dnmeuwsemndaaiy nnilada yianiiy
9 1 o o J & 4 4 9 9 o a ]
Thunion Sansansia nandedeiduanaygaesiineuie luuaraygi:
o f ' d' o o o 1 1 i
“Jurrsymmasiiseniile 4 seufivanw lvhdsguas linsildeslidieglugumszvos

wiegluanumindiun”
fidorfany 4 Uszmisdaeiu Aduamamaaudet§ualdun @udluluniFou desey

¢ A

uazdesdrgadssouioduIusonumnzuzd v3e mInnw iAu o ao1sevlzd iiemsny

=y =) 4’2’1 or Q 1 S A PRy 9/ ey
as lﬂu’Juiﬂﬂﬂzﬂzﬁﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%1ﬂﬂﬁ‘U3J'lil'lﬂVNEl'li01’438 Lﬂﬁﬁllﬁﬁﬂuﬁyﬂqﬂﬂi2’,ﬂ0‘U‘Wﬁﬂiiil 4

O - a1 g

2 g ¢ v W Yo o o Y 1 @ o
ﬂizmsmmummauysmum ﬁg%w%x‘lﬂwmummm I TIUAYIUIASLIUNTT DVITT

v U 9



4. Ramadhan

Ramadhan is the name of the ninth month of the Islamic Calendar and it is a holy month best
known as the month of fasting, and the month in which the Alquran was revealed. The end of the holy

month of Ramadhan is marked by a celebration known as Eid al-Fitr.

Khun Muhammad Sawad Thanomwong, a Da’wah or Islamic missionary from Nurul Kareem

mosque, Baan Yaimom, Trat Province explains more on the importance of Ramadhan

“Ramadan has basically three aspects-it is a time of physical discipline and self-control, a
time for withdrawing from the world and drawing closer to God in peace and prayer, and thirdly, it
is a time for making extra effort to reach out to the world, and if possible to touch the lives of others

in spreading love, peace and reconciliation”

Fasting refrains from food, drink and sexual activity during day-light hours, from dawn till dusk.
Fasting during this month is mandatory for adults but not for youngsters, senior citizens, the sick, the frail,
people who are travelling, women who are pregnant, nursing their newborn child or in their menses. The
purpose of fasting is not hardship but spiritual development, teaching perseverance, self-control and self-

discipline. Not observing the fast or intentionally breaking the fast before sun-down is considered a big sin.

Each day during the month of Ramadhan, when the sun goes down, a Muslim can then stop
fasting. This is often termed "breaking the fast" or Iftar in Arabic. Muslims often attend their local mosque
which serves a meal or Futoor as part of its nightly program, which often includes recitation from the holy
Alquran, mandatory prayers (Maghrib and 'Ishaa), and followed with the other two prayers that can be
done only in Ramadhan month called Tarawih and Witir prayers. After finishing for the night, people go
home and have some food and drink water - observe the Suhoor - during the night before the sun comes

up again, in preparation for the next day of fasting.

The month of Ramadhan is the most popular month of the year because there’s a Lai-La-Tul-
Qadr, the night of Destiny, which could be one of the odd-numbered days in the last ten days of Ramadan.
This night is believed to be better than one thousand months. So a good deed done in this month has
greater weight than the same one done in other months and Muslims are advised to take this opportunity

and blessing.
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5. Zakat

The third pillar of Islam is Zakat, meaning to cleanse, bless, purify, increase and improve. Zakat
is expected to be paid by all practicing Muslims who have the financial means. In addition to their zakat

obligations, Muslims are encouraged to make voluntary contributions.

Purifying your attitude towards money means being prepared to sacrifice it for God rather than
clinging to it selfishly. Zakat discourages hoarding and miserliness. It blesses the wealth from which it is

taken, and the person who make the sacrifice.

Muslims have a duty to look after themselves and their families and dependants; but after that is
taken care of, Allah requires that they should look at their surplus money, capital or goods, and give up
one fortieth of it (or 2.5 per cent) to God’s service, asking neither recompense nor thanks (Surah 26: 109).
This is a reasonable amount and is not usually, they can afford to give more. Alms are not due on cattle

employed in agriculture, or used for the carrying of burdens.

Khun Muhammad Nakkham, an Islamic teacher for new Muslim at Ridwa Nul-Islam Mosque,

Khlong Chan, Bangkapi, describes categories of people who qualify to receive zakat funds.

“There are eight categories of people who qualify to receive zakat funds, according to the Alquran:

1. Those living in absolute poverty 2. Those who were restrained because they cannot meet
their basic needs 3. The zakat collectors themselves 4. Non-Muslims who are sympathetic to
Islam or wish to convert to Islam 5. People whom one is attempting to free from slavery or
bondage 6. Those who have incurred overwhelming debts while attempting to satisfy their

basic needs 7. Those working in Allah's way 8. Children of the street or Travelers”

Zakat is not the only mean that Islam has used to maintain social solidarity and cooperation
among Muslims, but Islam imposed also on the rich to support the poor at times of famines. Islam

prohibits the Muslim from being sated with food while his neighbor is hungry.
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6. Eid al-Fitr

During the month of Ramadan, Muslims observe a strict fast and participate in pious activities
such as charitable giving and peace-making. It is a time of intense spiritual renewal for those who observe
it. At the end of Ramadan, Muslims throughout the world observe a joyous three-day celebration called

Eid al-Fitr (the Festival of Fast-Breaking).

Eid al-Fitr falls on the first day of Shawwal, the month which follows Ramadan in the Islamic
calendar. It is a time to give in charity to those in need, and celebrate with family and friends the

completion of a month of blessings and joy.

Before the day of Eid, during the last few days of Ramadan, special contributions are collected for
the poor, the zakat ul-fitr. This is not the same as the annual zakah, but is charity bestowed as an act of
purification for the giver. Zakat ul-fitr is the equivalent of a good meal from each adult member of the
family, and should be paid well before the Eid day to ensure that the poor are able to take part in the

celebrations, and perhaps to buy some new clothes.

On the day of Eid, Muslims gather early in the morning in outdoor locations or mosques to

perform the Eid prayer. This consists of a short congregational prayer followed by a sermon.

After the Eid prayer, Muslims usually scatter to visit various family and friends, give gifts
(especially to children), and make phone calls to distant relatives to give well-wishes for the holiday.
These activities traditionally continue for three days. In most Muslim countries, the entire 3-day period is

an official government and school holiday.

For the people in four southern provinces of Thailand, namely Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala and
Satun, and some districts of Songkhla province annually celebrate the festival with joy and happiness,

because the government declares a holiday on that day.
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7. Human Rights in Islam

The life and property of all citizens in an Islamic state are consider sacred, whether a person is
Muslim or not. Islam also protects honor. So, in Islam, insulting others or making fun of them is not

allowed. The Prophet Muhammad said:

“Truly, your blood, your property and your honor are inviolable”

Racism is not allowed in Islam, for the Quran speaks of human quality in the following terms:

%0, mankind, We have created you from a male and female and have made you into nations
and tribes for you to know one another. Truly, the noblest of you with God is the most pious. Truly,

God is All-KKnowing and All-Aware”

Islam rejects certain individuals or nations being favored because of their wealth, power, or race.
God created human being as equals who are to be distinguished from each other only on the basis of their
faith and piety. The Prophet Muhammad said: “O people! Your God is one and your forefather (Adam)
is one. An Arab is not better than a non-Arab and a non-Arab is not better than an Arab, and a

white person is not better than a black person, except piety.”

One of major problems facing mankind today is racism. The developed world can send a man to
the moon but cannot stop a man from hating and fighting his fellow man. Ever since the days of Prophet
Muhammad, Islam has provided you a vivid example of how racism can be ended. The annual pilgrimage
to Makkah shows the real Islamic brotherhood of all races and nations, when about two million Muslims

from all over the world come to Makkah to perform the pilgrimage
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8. Justice in Islam

One virtue that every person should have in their hearts, in order to coexist and live in harmony in
a society is fairness, or justice. Fairness, or justice, must be at the foremost in the minds of every person.

Every person must have fair and just thoughts. If their thoughts are not just, then they will have prejudice.

Islam is a religion of justice, God has said:

“Truly God commands you to give back trusts to those to whom they are due, and when you

judge between people, to judge with justice”

We should even be just with those who we hate, as God has said:

«And let not the hatred of others makes you avoid justice. Be just: that nearer to piety”

The Alquran, the holy book of Islam, considers hatred, which leads to unfairness, to be a crime
and a major problem in society, leading to damage and the destruction of society from small scale to large

scale.

In Islam all people are equal before the law. No citizen is beneath the protection of the law, no
matter how humble. Every citizen should have equal rights, including equal right of defence if accused of
something. No citizen is above the law, no matter how powerful, rich or influential. If any person can buy

his or her way out of a rightly deserved punishment, then that society is corrupt and should be challenged.

The Prophet Muhammad said: “People, beware of injustice, for injustices shall be darkness on

the Day of Judgment”

And those who have forgotten their rights (what they have a just claim to) in this life will receive
them on the Day of Judgment, as the prophet said: “On the Day of Judgment, rights will be given to

those to whom they are due, and wrongs will be redressed”
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9, Forgiveness

One of the exalted names of Allah is “Al-Aff””, meaning he who forgives greatly. This name
appeared a total of 5 times in the Alquran, the holy book of Islam. Allah’s character which relates to
forgiveness abounds, and can be found in almost every surah, or the chapter in the Alquran. All this is
meant to portray that Allah is forgiving to all of his believers, and loves the act of forgiveness. Allah gave
an emphasis to Prophet Muhammad that he should know how to forgive and be without vengeance and
retribution, no matter how much harm his enemies inflict upon him. Allah said to holy Prophet

Muhammad that:

The holy Prophet Muhammad is an elegant model in the matter of forgiving. He has never held a
grudge. He has never sought vengeance and never thought of retribution against the people who are his

enemies.

Forgiveness is considered by Islam to be a virtue of great importance. Because human society
varies in all aspects, so infringements, oppressions or conflicts cannot be avoided. Forgiveness is thus the
only thing that can make the human society livable; possessing only peace and conciliation. Those who
forgive also gain happiness. Those who are forgiven also receive happiness. As such, Allah commends
and admires those who forgive, and indicates that they are good people loved by Allah, which corresponds

to the speech of Allah, in the ayat, or the verse of (Al-Im-Ron 49:13) that:

“Those who forgive the people, and Allah loves those who do good”

In addition, Allah has promised that He would reward those who forgive the people as Allah said

in the ayat, the verse of (Ach-Shu-Raw 42:40), with the meaning that:

“Being the one to forgive and reconcile. He will be rewarded the greatest merit by Allah”
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10. Reconciliation

Creating reconciliation among humans is what Islam calls for. Islam does not only call for
reconciliation among people of the same religion, but also among people of different religions. Indeed,
Islam requires all people of different religions to have goodwill towards one another and reconcile with

one another as taught in the Alquran.

Islam is a religion that stands for peace which can be concretely seen in our society. According to
the traditional rules for interacting with the world in the concept of Islam, it is peace not war. Thus, when
you have a chance to make peace, Islam demands and take the opportunity to give back to your original
state, even during the war time. Islam therefore ignores the consequences that could occur as a
compromise is on the table. Islam does not attempt to trace the true intentions of partners who are willing
to compromise, even though there are some hidden purposes, Islam always accepts the compromise
without any conditions. Because peace is the characteristic of Allah while invasion, war and anger is the

quality of demons.

Alquran urges Muslims to be brave to compromise with the enemy with no fear of the coming
consequences that may occur or be trapped in a deceived plan, or our enemy having no way out so they
unintentionally call for compromise. If we study about Islamic history, we can see that in the peaceful
situation, the final result will be a great benefit to Islam. This is because they can convince people with

reason and dialogue, not using physical force.

Indeed, Islam was not spread by the power of the armed forces but the intellectual’s power

indeed. The noble goal in Islam is to bring peace to humanity even though we are from different religions.
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11. Muslim Prayer

Prayer is the second pillar of Islam. Prayer in general terms means being conscious of God and
communicating with Him in some way or another, and Muslim try to maintain an attitude of prayer and be

constantly aware of God throughout the day.

Everyday millions of Muslims turn toward Mecca and pray. They are required to pray five times a
day — at daybreak, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and evening. The prayers are said in Arabic, regardless of

the person’s native tongue.

Besides 5 obligatory prayers, there’s the most propitious day the sun rises on called Friday
Prayer. This is because Adam was sent to Heaven on that day, and was taken out of it on that day, and it’s
believed that the doomsday will be Friday. Friday, is a religious festival for the Muslims. In this holy day,
the Muslims gather at the mosques. They listen to the Khutbas, a religious sermon. Then, they either

continue with their usual works or pay visits to their families and friends.

To perform prayer, one should be clean, wearing clean clothes and perform prayer in a clean
place. The Muslim should always cleanse himself with pure water. He should remove all traces of stool,

urine, or any other dirt. Before prayer the Muslim should perform Wudu, or ablution.

Prayer is the pillar of religion. So it is not only a duty placed on the Muslim to observe
performing prayers from his maturity until his death, but he should also order his family members to
perform it. He should also order his children to start practicing it from the time when they are 7 years old

so that they may be accustomed to performing it.

Khun Usman Hajji Yako’, an Imam from Al-Mustakim Mosque, Sungaipadi District, Narathiwat

province, elaborates a chapter of al-ankaboot, verse of 44, of Alquaran:

%(....Recitation of the Alquran...) Indeed, prayer can prevent one from shameful and evil deeds”

He also explains that the prayer done with humility and attentiveness, and performed correctly
will certainly lead the person away from wickedness and evil actions, and lead him to doing good.
Therefore you will find those who pray in the mosques are the best of the people, despite any faults they
may have, and any faults they do have or sins they commit, then this will be found to a far greater degree
in other non-mosque goers. Indeed the prayer must be rectified and prayed with full humility and

attentiveness.
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12. Terrorism

Islam, a religion of mercy, does not permit terrorism. In the Quran, God has said:

“God does not forbid you from showing kindness and dealing justly with those who have not

fought you about religion and have not driven you out of your homes. God loves just dealers”

The prophet Muhammad used to prohibit soldiers from killing women and children, and he would

advise them: “Do not betray, do not be excessive, do not kill a newborn child”

And he also said: “Whoever has killed a person having a treaty with the Muslims shall not smell

the fragrance of Paradise, though its fragrance is found for a span of forty years”

He once listed murder as the second of the major sins, and he even warned that on the Day of
Judgment, “The first cases to be adjudicated between people on the Day of Judgment will be those of

bloodshed”

In the light of these and other Islamic texts, the act of inciting terror in the hearts of defenseless
civilians, the wholesale destruction of building and properties, the bombing and maiming of innocent men,

women, and children are all forbidden and detestable acts according to Islam and the Muslims.

Muslims follow a religion of peace, mercy and forgiveness, and the vast majority has nothing to
do with the violent events some associated with Muslims. If an individual Muslim were to commit an act

of terrorism, this person would be guilty of violating the laws of Islam.

k %k k ok k k k k %
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13. Jihad

Jihad is one of the most misunderstood of all aspects of Islam. Most non-Muslims take it to mean
military action for the purpose of forcing other people to become Muslims, but this is totally against the

principle of Islam, which defends individual liberties.

Islamic jihad in fact insists that oppression for the sake of religion is wrong. Religion should
never become an oppressor. People should never be forced to accept things that they do not believe. The
whole essence and reason for jihad is to be prepared to sacrifice one’s own self in order to fight against

tyranny and oppression’ to bring freedom and justice and a just peace.

God does not require Muslims to try to conquer the world and bring everyone into Islam. Instead,

God has granted to humans the free-will to accept or reject any faith, as they decide.

Trying to force someone to believe something they patently do not believe is as ridiculous as
trying to force someone to fall in love with you. The more the force is applied, the less likely the hoped-

for result.

Nowhere does Allah give permission to force or kill people who refuse to accept the message. On

the contrary, believers are asked to be patient with those who do not believe, as the Alquran says:

“Bear with patience what they say, and when they leave give a courteous farewell” and “Deal gently

with disbelievers; give them enough time to change their minds”

Islam placed legal restrictions upon the conduct of war. In general, Muslim armies may not kill
women, children, seniors, hermits, pacifists, peasants or slaves unless they are combatants. Vegetation and
property should not be destroyed, water holes should not be poisoned, and flame-throwers should not be

used unless out of necessity, and even then only to a limited extent.
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14. Solidarity in Islam

Muslims are not supposed to abstain from the world, and order to find ‘religious purity’. They are part
of the world, and must live out their faith in their communities. They belong to an ummah, or community
of believers. They serve Allah, who they cannot see, by their service and love to others, who they can see.
The prophet set the example, living the midst of his followers and showing them how to live by his

personal example, his sunnah.

The unity of believers was one of the Prophet’s top priorities; on accepting Islam one’s ‘brothers’ and
‘sisters’ were no longer just members of one’s own family, but all believers in the ‘family’ of Islam, one
ummah or set of people (one community) Each individual was part of the whole, each person important
and cherished. Believers were to love each, and support each other, and take care of each other in time of

need.

Non-Muslims often cannot understand why Muslims in one part of the world get so worked up over
what they regard as injustices done to Muslims in other parts of the world; they do not understand to deep

feelings of feel towards each other Muslims thousands of miles away.

The deep feeling all Muslims have for each other make a solution to the problems of Palestine/Israel a

matter of such concern to Muslims of every nationality.

Islam disapproves of monasticism, and encourages people to mix and co-operate. Withdrawal from
the world (apart from temporary ‘breaks’ from it) is considered anti-social and God’s will, as taught by

Prophet Muhammad:

“Muslims who live the midst of society and bear with patience the afflictions that come to them

are better then those who shun society and cannot bear any wrong done to them”
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15. Friendship

Friends are much more important than things, treasures or heirlooms. Muslims are expected to be

ready to give up any possessions for God’s sake.

Do not nurse hatred or jealousy or enmity, but be friend of each other and servants of Allah. Believers

should not go for more than three days without checking on their friends.

Friendships are a vital part of life, and highly influential in moulding the individual’s mind and
attitude. Muslims, therefore, consider it very important to choose their friends wisely. If friendship is
based on love of Allah and commitment to the faith, Muslims believe it will be blesses. On the other hand,
they are warned against becoming too friendly with people who may try to influence them away from

Allah.

Muslims are very serious about their religion, so they usually avoid people who take faith as a joke,

belittle, or deliberately agitate against it.

No race of people should ever consider itself better than any other; all people are of equal value,
irrespective of faith, language, race, belief. So friendship with Jews, Christians and Buddhists is not

forbidden to Muslims because all people are created by God and loved by Him.

Muslims are encouraged to keep in close touch with their friends, not neglecting them for more than a
few days, and to be aware of their needs and distress. If people practice sympathy, tolerance, unselfishness

and genuine concern for each other, they will be actively carrying out the will of God.

Muslim are also expected to avoid gossip and backbiting, hurtful jokes, embarrassing remarks,

snobbery or fault-finding, as said by Prophet Muhammad:

“Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is a great falsehood. Do not search for faults in each other,
do not spy on each other, nor yearn after that which others posses, nor envy, nor entertain malice
nor difference; do not turn away from one another, but be servants of Allah, brothers and sisters to

one another as you have been warned”
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16. Unity

The normal state of humanity is that humans must gather into groups, tribes, states, and nations.
When humans gather, no matter how large or small their group is, what every person must be aware of is
that everyone has the same rights, also referred to as human rights. Expression of human rights may cause
conflicts due to differences of thoughts that could lead to differences of behavior. This is because humans
adhere to different faiths of religions and cultures. Sometimes, a person from one culture may see specific

action as excellent, while a person from another culture may see that action as inappropriate.

The difference in culture is the normal condition for humans due to different origins of culture,
and different restrictions for each culture. Examples include people in Islamic culture being forbidden
from certain things that people in other cultures are not forbidden from. Such difference in culture requires

caution to prevent conflicts and disunity between societies.

Each group must accept the differences of one another. They must not criticize these differences
in order to overcome one another, or infringe upon one another. Each group can proudly adhere to their

own culture in accordance with their faith.

There are many differences in the religious culture of Thailand. The worship of various things in
Islam is considered a severe offense and this behavior is called sirik. The person who commits such act is
automatically considered to be casted out of Islam. State Administration and administration of social
affairs within Muslim societies thus require great care to guard against this matter, which may be a result
of misunderstanding in administration. State administrators and government officials who fail to

understand this issue in Muslim culture often unknowingly creates social problems.

Therefore, using the authority of the state or other authority to assimilate cultures and religion
cannot be accepted by Muslim people. It conflicts with religious principles and section 38 of the
constitution of the kingdom of Thailand, which mandates that all people have the full rights to respect and

practice religions that they believe in.
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17. Love

Allah made men to be the smartest social animal, bestowed with intelligence, creativity and
responsibility. Most importantly, Allah created men to instinctively crave for peace rather than violence.
Islam thus teaches humans to love one another and not to oppress each other which corresponds to the

speech of Allah, in the ayat, or the verse of (Al-Huj-rod: 49:13), stating that:

“In fact, we have created you from male and female. We have provided you with several ethnic

groups. So that you get to know each other”

Islam teaches us to love others like the way we love ourselves. To love the assets of others like
the way one loves one’s own assets. To love others’ family like the way one loves one’s own family.

Such love keeps us away from becoming oppressors, and allows us to be liked by people generally.

From this evidence, Islam teaches that human should love each other and not oppress each other
as appeared in the ayat, or the verse of (Al-ba-go-roh 2:190), with an excerpt saying:

" And all of you, don’t oppress each other. Surely Allah doesn’t love those who oppress each other ".

It should be observed that Prophet Muhammad has established rules for the faithful, stating that
one must love others such as oneself, or else he cannot be a faithful. This is evidence to reaffirm that faith
is not only a matter of the mind, but also a matter of behavior and action. In conclusion, the faithful must
not oppress or cause distress to others, whether these were distresses resulting from words (accusations,

slanders, gossips) or resulting from actions (harm against the body, life, or assets).

Mankind’s society will only have peace if everybody in society loves one another and does not
oppress each other. We all should be aware that everybody is dependent on one another, either directly or

indirectly. The happiness and plights of others are the happiness and plights of all of us.
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18. Create Mutual Understanding

One of the royal advices of His Majesty the King is to “Understand, Reach Out, and Develop.”
These 3 words form the core overarching principle that can be used to assist ordinary citizens at all levels,
from small families to large societies, to be able to coexist in the society. The principle can also be used

for management of public or private sector organizations.

Coexistence in society and organizations begins with understanding. An example is when
someone who wants to be part of a family in the role of a husband or wife, will have to gain understanding
of various systems and duties associated with the role. That person also has to clearly understand the

morality, ethics, discipline, rules, regulations, and culture that are practiced in the family.

Private or public sector organizations share similar principle that anyone wishing to enter the
organization must begin by clearly understanding the associated system, duties, morality, ethics, rules,
regulations, and culture of the organization. People who wish to become a da’wah, an Islamic missionary,
or a Member of the House of Representatives in Parliament will face failure in their duties in the future if

they lack understanding. This failure will also lead to the failure of the organizations.

This understanding is rooted in basic knowledge. A person who lacks knowledge will not be able
to create understanding. A person who lacks knowledge also lacks information to consider. Ultimately,
when there is a lack of knowledge to be considered in detail, mental blindness will occur at the individual

and organizational levels, leading to failure.

When everyone has the right understanding, co-existence in society for the conduct of various
duties will be successful. Everyone will be friendly towards one another and understand one another. To

reach out means to win the heart, not to merely gain superficial access.

When a member of an organization or society is able to understand and reach out, development of
the organization or society will be more likely to be successful. But, if these 2 factors are not initiated,

then development will not occur, whether for people, organizations, or societies.
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19. Love the Birthplace

We as Thai people have equal rights throughout the country, no matter which faith we embrace.
All of us have Thai citizenship and nationality, and thus mutually share the ownership of the land. We are
not “temporary guests” nor second-class citizens nor a minority. Our country is governed by a written
constitution. All social contexts, citizen contexts and legal contexts must fall under the intention of the
Constitution. The Constitution provides full freedom and rights to all Thais without discriminating race or

religion.

The rights to own the land is not limited to those living in the area so that they have ownership of
nearby land. In fact, they equally own the entire country in equal parts. No matter which region in

Thailand we are in, the Thai soil is the birthplace of us all.

Islam certainly teaches us to love our birthplace. Prophet Muhammad was chased out of Mecca
by his enemies and forced to flee to Madinah, he cried out in regret over leaving his homeland of Mecca
to take shelter in Madinah. Madinah was then considered an important home in which he had to care for in
the same manner as his birthplace. Thus, he made an agreement with Jewish people who lived around

Madinah to jointly defend the city against any invaders.

The Prophet Muhammad’s teaching has taught us that “love for the country is part of faith”. This
sentence is greatly meaningful to those with concern for their country which is their birthplace and the
place that has sheltered them, similar to the feeling of the prophet Muhammad had for his birthplace,

Mecca and the land in which he lived until death, Madinah.

We all own the land called Thailand. We were born on Thai soil. We lead our lives on Thai soil.
We carry out our honorable professions on Thai soil. We own land and other assets, as well as the rights
bestowed by the Constitution. Thus we must love and care for the Thai soil and not allow anyone to

invade it or separate it. We must fight with all means to preserve our land which is called Thailand.
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20. Peace with Education

In the Royal Address that His Majesty the King gave to Muslim representatives who were granted

an audience with him on October 2, 1996, He stated that:

“Providing education and training of various branches of knowledge, including academic,
vocational, or Islamic knowledge is important and necessary because these are the basic factors in making
a living and carrying on an occupation. Education also helps individuals in cultivating knowledge and

ideas for development.”

His Majesty the King has classified education into 3 types, namely academic, vocational, and
religious. This shows His Majesty’s vision for education. Most educators only classify education into 2,
which are academic and vocational. These educators do not include the religious aspect, even though
religious subjects are the foundations that are required for the beginning of life. If life does not start with

religious knowledge, life will wander aimlessly, like dust in the air.

Religious knowledge helps people become moralistic, while academic and vocational knowledge
help people become skillful. The combination of 3 types of education helps people make a stable living.

Indeed, the knowledge is not only useful in present world, but also in the next world.

If we have only academic and vocational knowledge, our lives in the current world and the next
world will be weak, lonely, and distressing. Many problems, including life and social problems will
continually come to us. We then would not be able to solve these problems or help ourselves. The

Alquaran teaches us to live happily in the current world and in the next world.

In addition to religious knowledge in this world, we also need academic and vocational
knowledge as well in order to earn a livelihood for ourselves and our families. When our income exceeds

what we need, religion teaches us to sacrifice the extra income for zakat to help the society.
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