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White Thailand Is embarking upon a transport system reform a,.._.%m.s.

equipping the rallway. systam, .‘.zzn: costs less in terms of fuel

cansumption, with "high speed” s ordér 16 ensur the sconoric growh
and vielfare of its ciliZens, Japén is already at the top of its developinent in
raifways, which extend a valuable service from main cities and local areas,

Kyushu _w one of tha areas where quality and new travel axperience has
boosted the Island's economy and local incomes. Kyushu Rallway
Company {JR Kyushu) selected designer Eiji Mitooka to fulfill what was

missing in bus service and air travel. That was to be more than a mean

of transpart and make a superb and Joyful joumey, Mitooka's user-centered

philosophy focused on the user's convenience, and captured the Jocal .
Identity through the use of local materials. Showcased in this exhibition -
are his works for JR Kyushu for over 25 yaars, Inciuding the exterior and -

Intarior of abowt 30 irains, the devetopment of ..w__im< stations, Eoum:«.
projects, _..E_u__n qm_mp_ozm media, eic.

rioulinssANTs 2 / Gallery 2, TCDC™-
10.30 - m._ 00 E.&E& / _uam >n3_mmau

+i The mcnummw of “JR Kyushu™ is a siriking casé mE%zS only of the’,
* . advancement of tectnology and sffective managemet, bt Aiso of
.‘ winning oon&.a@:oa of ..3.:.%: s elements’ s, ..w_._m_som.m uncam_..... and:
; ..ummﬁ:,u&nmma . The E__._ u_m was wn jed 16 & m<,mé mm_uw..u. aof »mm vail

sénvices and the company becarfe Japan's ..u_,unmm.» provider of

sightseeing B._,WEB. operationis. It also involved the local community S

the development of frain, heiped boost ncal businesses bioth in agricuttural

and tourism sectors, and generated income which allowed more _oam_ -

~ development and better <_w_m=m exparience.

...Dmm_m:_nm a ImnE. .ho_._ﬂ._mw: mmcns.._m xv.:m:: ._sqc:@_» n«mm.__sqa _m a

collaboration between x.vams_._ Railway ooéumze. (R Kyushu) and

._.sm_mm.:a 0:.#:5 & Design Center QODQ..S association with Dan ..

- Deslgn Associates (DDA} with support from_ Japan. Extermal Trade

Oam:ﬁm:o: {ETRO, Barigkok). This. oxs__ua_o.._ *Eg.uwﬁw: has beer
retitted from “Eifi Mitooka xmuu<.mm__<..m< Besign mxw_cm_o_._.. E::
rearranged content.
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DESIGNING A HAPPY JOURNEY:

REVIVING KYUSHU THROUGH CREATIVITY EXHIBITION

TRANSFORMING THE KYUSHU RAILS

tn 1987, Jap National Railways (MR} ined losses from the
advancement of air fights and highways. it was then privatized and
Kyushu Railway Company (JR Kyushu} - 2 company operating raif service
and other relevant business in Kyushu was inaugurated. Speed, accuracy
and safety became the company's selling poinis, and 5,@ finally
attracted miore raif passengars. Such a big change in quality service let

JR Kyushu be back on its feet.

PURSUIT OF FIRST-CLASS SERVICE

Talented designes Ef§i Mitooka introduced the concept of “A Holistic
Design” which blendad together cultural and natural elements of
HKyushu with passenger needs. The products of his design are railway
stations equipped with a wida range of facilities, sightseeing trains
decorated with local materials, sightseeing routes that linked transport
o feisure teavel, as walt as excellent services and facilities on board

for passengers’ enterlainnmant thiough ihe whols journeay.

FROM TRACKS TO TOWNS

The quakity and joyful journey experience also brought about more
business opportunity for JR Kyushu and small entrepraneurs in remote
towns through rail-related business such as planning ﬂm.é_ routs,
distributing focal farm products at train stations, restaurants, retail
shops, m_._u. accommodations, That helped stimulate the region's
economy and inspire the locafs to maintain identity and quality of thair
praducts. JA Kyushu also acquired other sources of income than
fluctuating ticket sates, which accounted for 60% of the total revenue,
giving the company a large turnover despite the curent flagging
SConomy.

DESIGNING A HAPPY JOURNEY

it seemed unlixely to blend together Elj Mitocka's “Designing of
Journeys”, which focuses on high function and design and at the same
time maintained cultural and natural elements of Kyushu 10 serve
passengers of akt types, with high speed and safety which was always
tha first priority among expens in technology and engineering, However,
with his profound knowledge in enginesring and materials, Eiji Mitooka
had created the diverse creation of about 30 trains that offer unmatehed
railway experiences.




