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FW: ABU Global News Forum 2015 - Sendai, Japan

From: Javad Mottaghi (javad@abu.org.my)
Sent: Wednesday, January 07, 2015 8:19:49 AM
To: Javad Mottaghi (javad@abu.org.my)

Dear ABU member,

Greetings! I am pleased to invite you and your Senior News Directors, Reporters and
Professionals to participate in the 2nd ABU Global News Forum (GNF) in Sendai which
will be hosted by NHK, Japan on 15-16 March 2015, This year’s Global News Forum as
you are well aware, will be held back to back to the ABU News Group meeting which is
also hosted by NHK in Sendai on 14th March 2015.

The GNF was launched in 2013 with the purpose of establishing an open and high-
profile dialogue among broadcast journalists across the globe and in the Asia-Pacific

region in particular. The 2"d GNF is held in parallel with the United Nations' 3rd World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and the theme of its discussions and
deliberations is the role of media in disaster situations. It will draw from the enormous
experience of the host organization - NHK - in being at the frontline of disaster
warnings and communications for disaster preparedness. The 2015 GNF and its
associated events will offer unique exchange of experiences and will provide a platform
for uniting media from the region and all over the world in becoming a key player in
tackling the world challenges brought by the climate changes which will dominate the
world agenda in the next 50 years.

The 2015 GNF will be in Sendai, - one of the worst stricken areas of the devastating
earthquake and tsunami of 2011, hence one of the main topics of discussion this year
will cover how the media and particularly the broadcasting industry copes and covers
natural disasters and its affects.

All media and news stakeholders are invited to join the 2nd Global News Forum 2015 to
contribute and benefit from networking opportunities with like-minded professionals
from around the world. The online registration for the event is now open and further
information including the programme is available at www.c-linkage.com/for/2nd-abu-



www.c-linkage.com/for/2nd-abu

glopalnewsforum/

For more info please refer to our website — www.abu.org.my

More information on WCDRR is available at www.wcdrr.org

For Japanese visa requirements please
visit www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/index.html

I look forward to the pleasure of welcoming you and your colleagues at the GNF in
Sendai, Japan. Best personal regards. Javad

Dr. Javad Mottaghi

Secretary - General

Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union

2nd Floor, IPPTAR Building, Angkasapuri,
50614 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: 603-2282 3592

Fax: 603-2282 5292

javad@abu.org.my

www.abu.org.my
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www.abu.org.my

GLOBAL
NZWS [

FORUM

Messages Progra Speakers ime Table Registratio otel / Transportatio ontact|

Hotel / Transportation

srymicdation (Deadline: February 28, 2015)
Room reservation can be made at the following hotel reservation websiteuntil February 28, 2015. ==> https://amarys-jtb jp/abu2015/

Avcess to Sendal and Sendal Information

Coming soon

Copyright € 2014 NHK. All Rights Reserved.
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Registration

(Deadline: March 10, 2015)
« Please fill in the following form and then click the 'Confirm' button at the bottom of this window.

All fields marked with a * are mandatory.

Last name Middle name First name
Mr. Ms. Prof. Dr. Others

Address*

City*

State(US Only)

Zip / Postal code”

Country*

Company / Organization*

Job title*

E-mail*

E-mail* (for confirmation)

TEL*

FAX

Mobile

Twitter handle

None Vegetarian Halal Others

v ABU Global News Forum (March 15, 2015)
ABU Global News Forum Reception
Disaster-Hit Area Tour (March 16, 2015)



Please check if you need VISA to enter Japan at the following website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan.

Check — http://www.mofa.go jp/j_info/visit/visa/

Do you need VISA to enter Japan? * Yes No

If “Yes,” please fill in the form below and upload the scanned data of your passport.
Wanldd - Lilaidannala

Passport Type Diplomatic Official Ordinary

Passport No.

Passport Issue/Expiry Date

Issue Date Expiry Date

Copyright € 2014 NHK. All Rights Reserved.
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Program

9:30~10:00 Registration Starts
10:00~10:30 Opening
inaugural Speech

Welcome Speech

10:30-11:00 Keynote Speech

11:00~12:00 Session 1

12:00~13:30 Lunch

13:30~14:30 Session 2

14:30~15:00 Short workshop

15:00~16:00 Coffee Break

18:00~17:00 Session 3

17:00~ Closing

19:00~21:00 Reception Dinner (Hosted by NHK)

* The program is subject to change.

v s, Mong
| Schedule A
8:50~ 9:50 Bus departure at each hotel
10:00~12:00 Visiting disaster-hit areas
12:30~13:30 Lunch
Vislting "BOSAJI” Industry Fair in Sendai
14:00~15:30
{Yume Messe Miyagi)
Back to hotel
16:00~16:30
{or either Sendai Airport or Sendai Station if requested)
| Schedule B

9:40 Bus departure at each hotel

Visiting “BOSAI” Industry Fair in Sendai



9:50~11:20 {Yume Messe Miyagi)

12:00~13:00 Lunch

13:20~15:20 Visiting disaster-hit areas
Back to hotel

15:50~16:00

{or either Sendai Airport or Sendai Station if requested)

* The program is subject to change.

Copyright © 2014 NHK. All Rights Reserved.



On behalf of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union
(ABU) and our hosts NHK, | am honoured to
welcome you to the second Global News Forum
{GNF), taking place in Sendai, Japan. The GNF
was launched in 2013 with the purpose of
establishing an open and high-profile dialogue
among broadcast journalists across the globe and
in the Asia-Pacific region in particular. The
second GNF will be held on 15 March 2015.

The 2015 GNF and its associated events, such as
the 2015 ABU News Group Meeting, will see
participants contemplate, discuss and address not

just challenges but also opportunities open to

terrestrial broadcasters since the advent of new

media.

The 2015 GNF will be held in one of the areas struck by an earthquake and tsunami in 2011, and the
main topic of the 2015 GNF is how the broadcasting industry copes and covers the occurrence of
natural disasters. The forum will also be held in parallel with the Third UN World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) in Sendai.

The broadcasting industry and the new media have an important role to play in promoting awareness
and assist in disaster risk reduction. According to recent research data released by the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), between 2000 and 2011 due to disasters like
earthquakes, tsunami, volcanoes, cyclones, storms, wild fires, landslides, heat waves and extreme cold,
more than 2.7 billion people were affected and 1.3 trillion US dollars lost. While it might seem obvious
that these were natural hazards, it is also true that some of the carnage was not totally “natural’. Some
hazards could have been prevented if there had been early warnings. The before and after disasters

impacts could also have been reduced if more resources were made ready in time.

With respect to early warning, full readiness, information and knowledge sharing, community
participation, education, contingency planning, rescue and recovery, all these systems will be far better
implemented when broadcasting tools and skills are efficiently combined with the latest in information

and communication technology.

Given its unparalleled reach to mass audiences, the broadcasting media could play a crucial role in

promoting disaster risk reduction policies, early warnings for disasters and advancing regional and



national disaster risk reduction agendas. In order to fulfil the media’s immense potential as an
infcrmation disseminator and powerful behavior changer, broadcasters should not be seen as mere
messengers, but as powerful partners in developing and implementing Disaster Risk Reduction policies
at the regional, national and local levels. As the common denominator for all stakeholders in the DRR
process, broadcasters could bridge the gaps in communications and dismantle the silos in which many

stakeholders work at the moment.

In this crucial time, it is recognised that the ABU is well positioned to take the lead in disaster reporting
by fully involving Asia-Pacific media in the efforts of international, governmental and non-governmental
organisations in building resilient communities facing mega disasters in future. The ABU is committed to
making a difference in this pursuit and it will continue to provide the platforms, such as the Global News

Forum, to reach this goal.

The ABU will be able to facilitate a broad partnership in risk prevention and building resilient
communities through the close collaboration among broadcasters forged in the Global News Forum.
We will work towards better integration of the infrastructure and networks of radio and TV organisations

in the early warning disaster communication systems and plans at the national and community levels.

Thanking you for your support and cooperation.
Sincerely yours,

Javad Mottaghi, Ph.D.

Secretary -General

Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union



