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06-R-339-MY-20
16 June 2020
AIBD WEBINAR ON

HEALTH JOURNALISM:
A DIALOGUE WITH BROADCASTERS

Dear Members,

Please accept my warm greetings from the Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting
Development (AIBD). I hope this letter finds you in good health and spirits.

As the crisis around the corona virus pandemic continues to expand, broadcasting
- organisations are facing significant challenges with reporting on medical and health
issues. To understand the issues faced by the journalists, AIBD is undertaking a

line-up of activities to support the field of medical health/journalism within our
member organisations.

AIBD Webinar on Health Journalism: A Dialogue with Broadcasters, will
provide a platform for the media fraternity to look at the challenges from various
angles and discuss the solutions. The session will be 2 hours long and will feature
experts from the media and health industry.

Title: AIBD Webinar on Health Journalism:
A Dialogue with Broadcasters

Date: 25th June 2020

Time: 2:00 pm MYT (GMT+8)

Platform: Zoom

AIBD is hereby inviting your esteemed organisation to nominate candidates who
are in middle to upper management to participate in this webinar, as well as

journalists/producers interested in future science and health reporting/content
creation.



The nominated candidates can register via the link below. Once registered, we will
provide them with the details and link for the virtual session.

Registration link: https://forms.gle/1aFzBQQapZmZeMrob

Due to the limited seats we would advise to the participants to avail this opportunity
and secure their placements by registering as soon as possible. The seats are -
allocated on first-come-first-served basis.

Looking forward to your positive response.

Thank you. Stay safe.

Yours sincerely,
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Philomena Gnanapragasam
Director, AIBD



AIBD Webinar on
Health Journalism: A Dialogue with Broadcasters
25% June 2020
2:00 pm MYT (GMT+8)

PROJECT OUTLINE

Background

Media has expanded many-fold in the last three decades due to developments in
communication technologies. Since most countries were not prepared for the rapid
proliferation of media channels, trained and experienced manpower was in short
supply. Though the situation has stabilized to some extent, the present manpower
base in media is ill-equipped to report on health issues. Those who understand even
the basics of health communication are far and too few, because media houses
never considered health reporting relevant for media consumers. But this has
changed due to COVID-19.

The importance of different obstacles varied with the type of media and experience.
Many health reporters feel that-it is difficult to find independent experts willing to
assist journalists, and also think that editors need more education in critical
appraisal of medical news. Almost all of the respondents agreed that the informative
value of their reporting is important.

Aim

There are many barriers to improving the informative value of medical journalism:
lack of time and space, lack of knowledge and difficulties with terminology,
competition for space and audience, and commercialization.

This webinar aims to create a dialogue between the top-management of media
industry to address the barriers to reporting and dissemination of health content. It
will highlight the importance of health journalism and encourage support of the field
within their respective organization by equipping journalists with the proper tools,
training and allocation of space for their content within the line-up.

Objectives
e To investigate constraints on improving the informative value of health

reports in the mass media and clarify possible strategies for addressing
these.
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e To provide platform to discuss the strategies and to review the allocation for

health reports in the current media time-line

Invited Panelists:

Dr Cory Couillard
Consultant, WHO

Dr Manimaran K

Director for Health

Health and Behavioural Research
National Institute for Health
Malaysia

Prof. Dr Zahid Haque

Chairman, World Health Innovation Summit &
Senior Advisor

World Sports Alliance, IGO

Dr Jia Xiao Fang

President

China Int'l Health & Medical Tourism Association
China

Mr KP Madhu

Science Writing Consultant
Current Science Magazine
India
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