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HYBRID REGIONAL
WORKSHOP ON

Safety for Journalists:
Risks, Threats & I'
Opportunities

BACKGROUND

Across the world, journalists are increasingly faced with
threats, defamation, harassments, which often have
political and economic undertones to pressurize
journalists and media organizations for the investigation
of any corruption or social inefficiency. Often, journalists
come across dilemmas in decision-making that define
ethical behavior boundaries while crafting their stories.
There is a thin line between legally correct and ethically
correct.

One wrong step can lead to a series of problems. Generally, the social rules may have the intent of
offering clear guidance, but this is usually hammered out in test case, after test case. An intensive course
in safety for journalists and assessing m and the media law is an important starting point for
contemporary journalists.

AIMS& OBJECTIVES

This four-day course will help participants understand most frequent questions on the matters of
libel, privacy, emotional distress, newsgathering, intellectual property, regulation of the media -
electronically and in print — and where a reporter’s privilege begins and ends.

The intensive hybrid workshop will help participants understand the various risks in the journalistic
world. Some of the key objectives of this workshop are:

Some of the key objectives of this workshop are:

e Understanding the responsibilities of media organization and the reporters conducting risk
assessments

o Ethics and Legality of reporting Government & Business stories

e Boundaries of Freedom of Information

e Setting up editorial policies which are in line with law & ethical codes



Execution Strategy

This workshop will be executed in hybrid mode, hosted from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Media practitioners
from Malaysia will join the workshop physically while AIBD will invite professionals from other parts of the
world to attend this four-day workshop. Experts from Malaysia will deliver their presentations in person
while institute will engage several internationally renowned journalists remotely to share their case studies.

Profile of Participants

Activity will be invite media professionals i.e. reporters, fixers, and other production crew who works in
different kinds of hostile situations. The participants will be from Africa, ASEAN, SAARC and Pacific region
who will join remotely, while professionals from Malaysia would join in person.



Agenda:

Kindly note that the time mentioned in the agenda is according to Malaysia Time (GMT +8).

Tuesday 07 December 2021

Rules of Engagement by both Consultants

Time Description Remarks
10:30-11:00 | Registration
11:00-11:05 | Opening Remarks
Ms Philomena Gnanapragasam
Director, AIBD
11:05-11:15 | Introduction of MS Pearl Lee & Mr Haresh Deol

Session 1: Let’s understand the media better

11:15-12:00 | |ntroduction of the participants (Physical and Remote)
12:00-01:00 | How contemporary media works
01:00-02:00 Lunch Break

Session 2: Guest Speaker

2:00-2:30

Case Study

Session 3: Security

2:30-4:30 |Real experiences in the newsroom (Malaysian casestudies:
» The Bersih rally — pre-during and post- rally. Steps taken to ensure those on
the field were well equipped with the situation.
» Too close for comfort — A journalist was detained for interrupting a former
deputy prime minister who was having dinner during a function.
s Lahad Datu intrusion — steps taken to ensure safety of men and women on
the ground when entering a war-zone.
04:30-04:45 Break
04:45-5:45 Political traps — learning to remain objective and neutral at all times.
05:45-06:00 Day 1- Summary

Q&A Session & Feedback




Wednesday 08 December 2021

Time Description Remarks
10:30-11:00 | Registration
11:00-11:15 | Recap Day 1

Session 4: Basics of Defamation

11:15-1:00 | Basics of defamation — participants will be exposed to the basic components
of defamation, libel, slander and the defences
01:00-02:00 Lunch Break

Session 5: Guest Speaker

2:00-2:30

Case Study

Session 6: Case study — Tiger stripe jersey saga

2:30-4:30

Brief: The government, through the National Sports Council (NSC), got into an
agreement with Telekom Malaysia to sell the Tiger stripe jersey. NSC failed to
check that the design of the jersey had already been trademarked by a sporting
apparel company, Mesuma Sdn Bhd. Mesuma sued NSC and the government.
Several media personalities and a media organisation were threatened and
were sued by the lawyer acting for NSC for defamation. The cases were
eventually dismissed by the courts.

04:30-04:45

Break

Session 7: Policies & Media Councils

A discussion on the Media Councils and how such a body can help protect the

04:45-5:45 | * . . S . .
industry and the public in ensuring reputable, ethical journalism continue to
thrive.

05:45-06:00 Day 2 - Summary

Q&A Session & Feedback




Thursday 09 December 2021

Time Description Remarks
10:30-11:00 | Registration
11:00-11:15 | Recap Day 2

Session 8: Dealing with Traumas

11:15-1:00

Case Study:

Seeing a dead body for the first time. Interviewing a mother who just lost her 2-year-
old who fell off their condominium unit. Talking to family members who lost loved
ones in an aviation tragedy. Dealing with an individual who is about to commit
suicide. How do you get emotionally detached from such tragic experiences?

Case studies of tragic incidents and how they impact journalists.

01:00-02:00

Lunch Break

Session 9: Guest Speaker

2:00-2:30

Case Study

Session 10: Mental Health

2:30-4:30 |Dealing with emotions, mental health:

e From journalists’ perspective
e From superior / employer’s perspective
A brief description of mental health in the newsroom and the setting up of safe
spaces within news organisations.

04:30-04:45 Break

04:45-5:45 Let’s talk — a session where participants share challenges faced in the
newsroom.

05:45-06:00

Day 3 —Summary

Q&A Session & Feedback




Friday 10 December 2021
Description Remarks

Time

10:30-11:00 | Registration

11:00-11:15 | Recap Day 3

Session 11: Roleplaying
Participants will be divided into three groups. One will deal with an upcoming

11:15-1:00

rally, one will prepare for a defamation suit while the other will outline steps
taken in dealing with trauma. Participants will then share their plans.
Lunch Break

01:00-02:00

Session 12: Guest Speaker

2:00-2:30 |Case Study

Session 13: Knowledge Sharing
Participants to share challenges faced when carrying out their duties — in

2:30-4:30

relation to security, legal issues or trauma.
04:30-04:45 Break
04:45-5:45 |Guest Speakers

05:45-06:00 |Summary

Q&A Session & Feedback




Harish Deol

Co-Founder, Editor , Twentytwo13
Spent 21 years in journalism and media training, He has covered all
aspects of journalism — from sports reporting to politics and
diplomacy. Co-owns and runs Kuala Lumpur-based news organisation,
Twentytwol13.

Started journalism career as a sports journalist with The Malay Mail.
Graduated to various positions, including News Editor and Editor
(Investigations and Special Projects) before appointed as the youngest
Executive Editor of a newspaper in Malaysia (before turning 30) at
that present time.

Peal Lee

Co-Founder, Managing Editor,Twentytwo13
Award-Winning journalist, Pearl Lee is the co-founder and managing
editor of Kuala Lumpur based news website Twentytwol3. With a
demonstrated history in both print and digital media including
magazines, she had spent close to two decades working in and
managing newsrooms and publishing houses in Malaysia. She had also
contributed articles to CNN and Malaysia Tatler.

She had covered various issues and events including rallies (Bersih 1.0,
Hindraf, Bersih 2.0, Bersih 3.0, Red Shirts), Hindraf trial, Altantuya
Shaariibuu murder trial etc,

Participant’s Profile

e On-field Reporters
e Editors working in a hands-on capacity with reporters

e Newsroom managers and higher-level editors overseeing stories

For any details or queries, kindly mail Mr Leeza Fathimath, Programme Manager for this workshop.

Programme Manager (s):
Leeza Fathimath
leeza@aibd.org.my

Nabeel Tirmazi
Nabeel.tirmazi@aibd.org.my

Programme Executive Secretary:
Vasuhi
vasuhi@aibd.org.my
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