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roadcasters from the Asia-

Pacific region and Europe are

to step up the exchange of
information on digital terrestrial
broadcasting.

The important decision, aimed at
reducing the information gap arising
from the digital divide, came at the ABU's
40th General Assembly in Istanbul.

The assembly unanimously adopted
a resolution proposed by the ABU
President, Katsuji Ebisawa, that the ABU
and the Buropean Broadcasting Union
work together to:

@ Promote the provision and exchange
of technical informaton related to
digital terrestrial broadcasting,

@ Promotc the exchange of programme
content produced in digital formats,
and information to promote and
assist in the production of such
content.

The EBU, which was represented at
the meeting, endorsed the resolution.

The three-day General Assembly,
hosted by Turkish Radio-Television
Corporation, TRT, was the highlight of
a week of ABU meetings that attracted
about 400 delegates from 77 organis-

ISTANBUL ASSEMBLY FULL REPORT -

The new leadership team (I-r): David Astley, ABU Secretary-General; Zainal
Abidin Iberahim, ABU Vice-President; Katsuji Ebisawa, ABU President;
Mohammad Honardoost and K S Sarma, ABU Vice-Presidents

ations around the world. The meetings
ended on October 11.

In another key move, the General
Assembly discussed for the first time
a strategy of bringing added assistance
to the development of broadeasting in
the region by secking close cooper-
ation with international developmental
organisations that are active in this
field. ABU members enthusiastically
supported the strategy.

The Union is stepping up its ties with
these organisations in seeking funds
for more technology transfer, training
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workshops and capacity building,

Before the General Assembly itself,
technical, programme and sports
delegates met separately over several
days to discuss a range of important
issues.

The Sports Group meeting voted
to form a strategy group made up of
some of its most powerful members to
adopt 2 more professional approach to
the acquisition of high demand sports
events like the Olvmpics and the FIFA
World Cup.
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